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(322 | HISTORY OF THE 


We record the following temperance resolutions 
offered by Thomas He Stockton, and adopted by the 
convention, as well worthy of the mover, the Sas 
and of a place i in this history. 

Brother Thomas Ff, Stockton offered the following 
resolutions, which were read and per by the con- 
vention, viz:— 

Ae Resolved, That the efforts of the friends of t tem- 
perance to promote entire abstinence from the use of 
ardent spirits, except as a nen meet our cordial 
approbation. 

2. Resolved, That we hey regret that any pro- — 
fessed chvtwilinn, should at this day and undef the lights 
which providence has furnished, continue to manufac- 
ture, vend or use ardent spirits. 

3. Resolved, That we earnestly hope that the making, _ 
vending and using of distilled liquors as an article of 
luxury, or diet, will be abandoned by all the friends of — 
the Redeemer, throughout our country, and throughout # 

On the if day of the convention the following im- 
portant resolution was unanimously passed : | 9 

Wuereas, it is declared by~this convention, that = 
whatever power may be ‘necessary to the formation of = 
rules and regulations, is inherent in the ministers and 
members of the Church; and that so much of that — 
power may be delegated ies time to time, upon a plan — 
of representation as they may judge proper—therefore, 

Resolved, That all power not delegated to the re-— 
bodies of the Methodist Protestant 


Church by this convention, are retained to said ministers 
and members. | 


On tuesday evening , November 25. 
on motion of Brother C.Spring- 
er, the convention adjourned 
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OF THE 


GENERAL CONFERENCE 


OF THE 


METHODIST PROTESTAN T CHURCH. 


Tue Frist GENERAL OF THE Merrnovist Prors- 
TtaNT CuurcH met this morning, May 6, 1834, at 8 o’clock, in the — 
Council chamber, Georgetown, D. C. opened with reading a portion | 
of the word of God, singing and prayer by brother Asa Shinn, and _ 
proceeded to business by the appointment of George Brown, president; 
pro tem. and J. Clarke, secretary. ‘The rules of order for the govern= 
ment of the last convention were, on motion, read and adopted for the 
government of this conference until modified. 

On motion, Resolved, That a committee on elections and privileges 
be appointed, consisting of five members. C. Avery, W. Harris, J. 

Barnes, R. Blount and James L. Armstrong said committee. : 
The committee ea the following names of members of the 
conference: O74 


MARYLAND ConFERENCE. 


Ministerial. Lay. 
John S. Reese, Sohn Chappell, 
Eli Henkle, - , Wm. Quinton, 
Wm. C. Lipscomb, Thomas Jacobs, 
R. Williams. Phil. B. Hoppers 


| PENNSYLVANIA CoNFERENCE. 

J ohn Sih, Jeremiah Stull. 
New York ConrErence. 
Thomas W. Pearson. James Wood. 


New York AnD LowErR CANADA ConFERENCE. 
J osiah Wilcox.f 


VERMONT ConrERENCE. 
| Justice Byington.* — . Solomon Mason.* 


ConFERENCE. 
James D. | Wm. 


GENESEE ConFERENCE. 
‘Dr J ames Covel.* Sylvanus Teeber.* 


Those marked thus (*) were not in attendance. 
| Seat vacated. 
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gd. At the meeting of the conference each day, the minutes of the 
preceding day shall-in the first place be read, and errors, if any, cor- 
rected, after which reports of committees shall have precedence of . Ear 
Ath. All motions and addresses-shall be made to the chair standing, 
and whilst a member is speaking none shall pass between him and the 
president, or hold discourse with another. 
5th. The president may call any member to the chair when he 
wishes to participate in debate, or for other purposes. 
6th. Every motion made and seconded, except motions to adjourn 
and verbal amendments, shall, if required by the secretary, or any 
~ member, be handed to the chair in writing, signed by the mover and 
-seconder, and be read aloud by the secretary, before any debate or 
question is had thereon. | 
7th. If two or more members rise to speak at the same time, it shall 
be determined by the president, which of them shall be entitled to the 
8th. No interruption shall be suffered while a member is address- 
ing the chair, but by a call to order by the president, or a member of 
the conference; in such cases the membér making the call shall state’ 
the grounds on which he makes it, and the member supposed to be out 
of order shall have an opportunity to explain, when all debate shall 
cease. All questions of order shall be decided by the president, agree- 
ably to the rules adopted by the conference for its government; Provi- 
ded, however, that any member may, by obtaining a second, appeal (> 
to the conference from the decision of the chair, but thé-question arall ) 
be taken thereon without debate. r 3 
. 9th. Any. member making a motion, may withdraw it before the 
- question is taken théreon, after which any other member may renew 
the same motion if he think proper. _ | oe 
- 10th. No member shall speak oftener than twice upon the same 
_ question, without special leave of the conference, except to explain; 
nor shall he speak a second time till every member who wishes the 
privilege shall have spoken once; and no person’ shall be permitted to 
speak longer than fifteen minutes at the same time without leave of 
_ 11th. All motions or resolutions shall, at the request of any mem- 
ber, be divided, when the sense will admit of it. 3 Ve 
12th. The appointment of all committees shall be by the president, 
except otherwise directed by the conference. _ ae 
13th. ‘lhe number of which any committee may be composed shall 
be determined by the conference, the question being taken upon the 
highest number first, and so on until the conference decides upon the. 
14th. No persons shall be admitted within the bar, excepting the 
members and secretaries. ee 


i pee 5th. N 0 personal remarks will he allowed against any individual, | = 
reflections against any religious‘community. 
Bo 16th. The president shall keep order within the house, and not per- 


mit any talking above a whisper, by any of the members or any other 
persons during the session of the conference, and shall confine the — 
speaker strictly to the question under consideration. 
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«Lay. 
John French.* J. J. Burroughs. 
Onto ConrEnence. = 
Springer, “7 Moses Lyon,* 
ewton, 
Bhethen, _ Walter Foward, Esq.* 
Asby Pool,” | Erastus Hoskins.* 
Henkle, Armstrong," | 
Norra Caronina CoNFERENCE. 
GEORGIA ConFERENCE. 
ALABAMA ConFERENCE. 
Meck.* | Megee.* 
Dr. Wm. B. Elgin. Dr. James Armstrong. 


Resolved, That a committee of three members be appointed to regu- 
late the appointments for preaching during the session of conference. — 
Brothers Stockton, Lipscomb and Reese appoiyted said committee. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare rules 
of order for the government of this conference. Brothers Wasiams, 


_ Shinn and Quinton were appointed said committee. 


Adjourned, with prayer, until 3 o’clock. 
Conference met at 3 o’clock, and opened with suitable religious ex- 


-ercises by brother Quinton. 


A communication being received from the superintendant of Alex- 
andria station, and read, requiring the General Conference to have the 
pulpit filled during the session of conference, whereupon, 


Resolved, That said communication be referred to. the committee on 


appointments. 


Th? committee on rules of order made report, which was, on motion, 
received, and wth some amendments, adopted as follows: 


RULES oF ORDER. 


ist. The Conference shall be opened by reading a ‘portion of the 
word. of God and prayer, and concluded by prayer, under the direction 
of the president; and in his absence, the opening of the conference 
shall be under the direction of the-secretary, after which, if. the presi- _ 


dent be still absent, a president pro. tem. shall be appointed. 


2d. The hours of a shall be eight o’clock in the morning and 


three o’clock in the-afterngon; the morning session to adjourn at one 
 o’elock, 
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The conference then procéeded to ballot for the executive commit- 5 
‘tee. 
‘Upon counting the first ballot, it appeared that A. Shinn and J. R. 
Williams were ‘duly elected; the second, no election; but upon, the ‘ 
third, J. S. Reese, S. Whitaker and C. Avery were declared to be duly a 
elected. 
Asa Shinn, J.R. Williams, John 8. Reese, s. Whitaker and C Ave- 
ry constitute the executive committee. 
aa mote of. brother Avery, the conference proceeded to elect the 
;gudiciary committee. | 
_ The first ballot, no election: the second, C. Springer and G. Brown 
were declared to be elected; third ballot J. Armstrong and R. Blount 
were elected, and on the fourth ballot, James Barnes was elected. So 
C. Springer, G. Brown, J: L. Armstrong, R. Blount and J. Barnes com- . 
pose the judiciary committee. 
On motion of brother Bellj the conference reconsidered its vote of 
yesterday, with a view to alter the manner of electing the committee " 
on means of grace. 
On motion of brother Reese, it was Resolved, That the committee 
on means of grace be appointed by nomination and vote. 
Brother Bell now moved to go into an election for pene On 
- motion of brother Springer, laid on the table. 
The conference then proceeded to fill up. the commitiee on means 
of grace. The following brethren were severally nominated and con- 
firmed, viz: N. Snethen, P. B. Hopper, J. Clark, J. ‘Chappell and T. 
McKeever. 
_ By special motion in each case, the following heathen were added 
to said committee, viz: S. Whitaker, W. Wyman, and T’. W. Pearson. 
_ So that N. Snethen, P.B. Hopper, J: Clark, J. Chappell, T. McKee- 
ver, S. Whitaker, W. Wyman end 1. W. Pearson — the com- 
mittee on means of grace. 
Brother Shinn submitted the iitaias: 
_ Resolved, That it is expedient, equitable and Snnatitnticnal for min- 
isters and laymen to exercise a joint authority, as far as practicable, ix 
all departments of the government, so that one order may not act in-~ 
dependently of the other; and that all our committees be instructed to 
| ——s conduct their deliberations with a view to this principle. _ 
| Brother Snethen moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
- Brother Shinn moved as an amendment, “until three oclock this 
afternoon.” The amendment was/lost. 
- The question to lay on the table was then put and en J 
The following resolution was offered: by brofher Armstrong: | 
fesolved, That there be a committee appointed on_journals, whose 
duty it shall be to pote the journals: of the sgrevel, annual confer- 
_ ences, and report thereon. e, 
| Brother Whitaker moved to amend the ‘resolu tion so as to. read, 
Resolved, That there be a committee eppenntee on Journels of annual 
conferences. 
The amendment did not prevail. The. question on the original re~ 
’ solution was then put and carried. 


On motion of brother Chappell, it was s ordered that the committee 
consist of five 
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_ tees be appointed by ballot. 


tive from the New York con 
tials and took their seats. 


do now proceed to elect the executive committee; but before 


constitute an election. 
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17th. Upon acall for the previous question, if made by five mem- 


bers, and sustained by a majority of the conference, the main question - 
shall then be put without further debate. 


18th. No substitute shall be offered for a motion before the confer- 


ence, imtil the original motion is disposed of§ 
19th. When the conference shall resolve itself into @ committee of 
~ the whole, the preceding rules shall also be observed. 


On motion of brother Shinn, Resolved, That the following commit- 


Ist. An executive committee consisting of five members, | whose 
duty it shall be to inquire into the expediency of modifying our Dis- 


cipline in relation to all executive officers and executive bodies of our — 


connexion, and report thereon. 
2d. A committee of five members on the judiciary, whose duty it 


shall be to inquire into the expediency of modifying our rules of dis- 


cipline, in relation to all judiciary proceedings, and report thereon. 
3d. A committee on the means of grace, whose duty it shall be to 
inquire especially into the expediency of modifying our rules of dis- 


cipline, concerning the manner of conducting love-feasts and class- 


meetings, and report thereon. 


Resolved, That a committee on boundaries of conferences be appoint- — 


ed, to consist of one member from each district. oe 
‘Resolved, That a financial committee of three members be appointed. 
Resolved, That a literary committee of three members be appointed, 

whose duty it shall be to take into consideration all matters relating 

to periodicals ‘and books. | | 


Adjourned with prayer till to-morrow morning. * 


\ 


Wednesday morning, May 7. 


Conference met at 8 o’clock, and opened with reading a portion of _ 
the word of God and prayer. Minutes of yesterday read and approved. “ 


Resolved, That the conference proceed to the election of a perma- 


nent secretary, whereupon on counting the votes, William C. Lipscomb 


was declared duly elected. 


Resolved, That the election of an assistant secretary be postponed 


until this afternoon. 
Thomas W. Pearson, ministerial, and James Wood, lay representa- 


On motion of brother Williams, it was Resolved, That the conference 


on motion of brother Blount, the roll was called. 


The following brethren answered to their names, viz: J ohn S. Reese, 


W. C: Lipscomb, James R. Williams, Willis Harris, Charles Evans, 


John Chappell, William Quinton, Thomas Jacobs, Spear Whitaker, R. 


Blount, W. B. Elgin, Asa Shinn, C. Springer, C. Avery, George Brown, 
John Clarke, N. Snethen, T. W. Pearson, Thomas McKeever, James 
L. Armstrong, Edward Newton, James Barnes, Stephen Bell, Wm. Wy- 


-Manand James Wood. ... 


On motion of brother Springer, it was Resolved, That in all elections 
by this conference, it shall require a maj ority of all the votes given to 


ference, appeared, presented their creden- 


doing so, 
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_. But we are confident that when the grounds of our procedure shall — 
have been explairted by our representatives, the General Conference 


will not hesitate to give its full sanction and confirmation to the new 
district above specified. 


We remain, dear brethren, your affectionate. fellow labourers: in the 


kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ.. — 
— in behalf of the conference, 
GEORGE Brown, 


Ohio M. P. Church. 


\ 


John Clarke, Seorry. 


On motion of brother. Armstrong, it was 


firmed. 
n motion of brother Whitaker, the conference went into an elec- 
tion of President. = 
On the fourth ballot, brother Snethen, of the Ohio confetehaig iit 
declared to be duly elected, and vewascnaied entered upon: the duties 
of the chair. 


esolved, That the paper be received, and the act it refers to, c con- 


Brother Williams a communication from brother J 


The reading of the papers having been called for, they were accord- 


ingly read by the secretary, and on motion of brother Williams, receiv- 


ed and laid on the table. — oh 
The president announced the following brethren as composing the 
literary committee: C. Avery, J. R. Williams and T’. McKeever. 


The committee on elections and privileges asked and obtained leave — 


to sit during business hours. 

On motion of brother Williams, the communication of the Spook 
agent and publisher was referred to the literary committee. _ 

Brother Shinn presented two hymn books, with which he had been 


entrusted, for the examination of the conference. 


_ Harrod, of Baltimore, as book agent and editor and publisher of the 
Mutual Rights and Methodist Protestant. 


On motion of brother Williams, said hymn books were referred to 


the literary committee. 


president announced the brethren as composing the 
committee on finance, viz: Thomas J acobs, Saul Henkle and William 


Quinton. 


On motion of brother ests, the: sonlbruiics proceeded to ballot for 
an assistant seeretary, whereupon, brother T. W. Pearson was declar- 


to be duly elected. | 
After prayer, the conference adjourned till three o’clock to-morrow 


afternoon. 


Thursday y three oelock, 
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_ Brother Snethen moved that the committee be appointed by ballot. 


With a view to facilitate the election of this committee as much as — 


possible, brother McKeever moved a reconsideration of the vote of 
the conference respecting the appointment of committees, so that a 
plurality of votes should be sufficient to constitute an election. 
~The motion was lost. | 

The conference then proceeded to ballot for the committee, where- 
upon the following brethren were declared to be duly elected, viz: 
J. R. Williams, J. L. Armstrong, A. Shinn, C. Springer and W. Harris. 

After prayer the conference adjourned until 3 o’¢clock. oe 


Wednesday Afternoon, 3 o’clock. 
The conference met agreeably to adjournment, and was opened by 


reading a portion of the word of God and prayer, by brother Pearson. : 


Brother Saul Henkle, a ministerial representative from the Ohio con- 
ference, appeared, presented evidence of his election, and took his seat. 
n motion of brother Williams, it was 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on missions, do- 
mestic and foreign. 
The chair announced the following brethren as said committee, J. 
Williams, Saul Henkle and T. W. Pearson. 
The chair also announced the following as.co 
tee on boundaries of districts: | 
Of the Maryland District, Wm. Quinton; Ohio, E. Newton; Ritts- 


burgh, J. Barnes; Georgia, R. Blount; Tennessee, W. B. Elgin; North - 


Carolina, W. Harris, New York, J. Wood, and Massachusetts, W. 


Wyman. 


~~ Brother Shinn presented and read the following communication from 


the Ohio conference. 


our hands, especially during the last year, we have found }t imperious- 


‘ly necessary to set off a new district without further delay. We _ 


have accordingly done so, making the Sciota and Sandusky rivers the 
division line, through the state of Ohio. ‘The new districty which we 


have named the Pittsburgh district, is to comprehend all that part of 


the state of Ohio which extends east and’ north of those rivers, and 
the parts of Pennsylvania and Virginia west of the mountains. 


Wishing to conform to the letter of the Constitution, we have laid 
the matter before the Maryland Annual Conference, to obtain its offi- 


sanction, preparatory to its being reported to you for your appro- 


We have found it necessary to put the two districts into immediate 


and full organization; but to avoid every thing like a deviation from 
_ the Constitution, we have recorded a resolution in our journals, that 


in the event that the General Conference shall-not sanction what we 


have done, we will surrender to its authority, and will all meet again 
mone annual conference, 


Dearly beloved brethren; 
_ As the Ohio district, in its original form, extended over a territory of 
_ nearly a thousand miles, and as our work has greatly enlarged upon — 
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tive officers of the church, beginning with the presidents’ of annual 
conferences; and propose such disciplinary regulations as the: com- 
mittee may deem necessary and proper. sida : 
2. Examine into the duties, authorities and responsibilities of the 
several exécutive bodies, beginning with the annual conferences. — 
. The executive committee beg leave to report in part to the General 
Conferericé, the following executive duties to be performed by prest- 
dents of annual conferences as disciplinary regulations. 
1. The president shall have the preference of the pulpit in every 
place he may visit. He shall, in conjunction with the superintendent, 
‘regulate all the appointments for preaching at quarterly meetings, camp 
meetings and protracted meetings; and shall perform a due proportion 
of the ministerial labour. In the absence of the president, the superin- 
tendent, in conjunction with the ministers sep shall make wt ofl 
pointments for preaching. 

2. He shall see that every superintendent i in the aiateiet duly enters 
upon, and continues in the faithful discharge of all his official duties. 
If any annual conference deem it necessary to appoint a mission 
ary to assist the president, then the president shall have authority to 
direct his labours, and make such disposition of them as in his Judg- 7 
ment the general interests of the church may require. © 

4. Where a president makes an exchange of a minister or preacher 
from one circuit or station to another, it shall be his duty to give him 
a written certificate of said change, which shall be his only passport 
to the new appointment. He shall also give a certificate of employ-. 
ment to ministers, preachers or missionaries whom he may employ in’ 
the recess of the conference, without which no minister, spear ngees or 
missionary shall be recognized as regularly appointed. 

Brother Armstrong moved, that said report be laid on the table. 

The motion was lost. 

On motion of brother Williams, the first paragraph of the report was 
taken up and considered. 

After some discussion, on motion of brother Shinn, the report was 
laid on the table. 

- Brother Williams submitted the report of the book committee, with 
accompanying documents. 

The reading of the report having been. called for, it was according- 
ly read, and on motion of brother Brown, the report and documents 
were referred to the literary committee. 


After prayer, the conference adjourned until nine « a to-morrow 
morning. 


_ Friday morning, May 9 9th. 

The Conference met and opened with reading a portion of the word 
of God and prayer by brother Harris. 

The roll having been called the following brethren answered to 

their names, viz: 
| C. Avery, J: L. Armstrong, R. Blount, G. Barnes, S. Bell, 
€ John Chappell, John Clarke, Charles Evans, W. B. Elgin, W. Harris, 
_ Henkle, T. Jacobs, W. C. Lipscomb, T. McKeever, E. Newton, T. 

| “a Pearson, W. Quinton, J. S. Reese, Asa Shinn, C. Springer, I Nicholas 
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The committee of elections and privileges respectfully report, that 
Daniel Bromly and J. Wilcox both claim to be the representatives of the’ 
New York and Lower Canada conference. ‘That conference appears | 
to be divided into two parties, and have held separate sessions. The 
very small party represented by brother Bromly appears to have varied 
from the provisions of the Constitution and Discipline, and ought not 
to be recognized as the Conference of New York and Lower Canada. 

J. Wilcox represents nearly if not all thé Protestant Methodists of 
that district, and although some irregularity and illegality marked 
their organization under the Constitution and Discipline, owing to pe- 
culiar and unfortunate circumstances, yet they have for some time past 
been operating successfully, and more in accordance with Discipline 
and good government. The committee therefore recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That J. Wilcox is entitled to a seat in this conference, as 
the ministerial representative of the New York and Lower Canada 
conference. 

AVERY, ) 
BARNES, 
Jas. L. ARMSTRONG, 
P. §. In addition to the foregoing report, the committee beg leave 
to state, that they are extremely solicitous that their brethren should 
terminate this controversy, and again unite as members of the same 
family. We do therefore affectionately. advise that brother Bromly, — 
and those associated with him, again unite with the brethren repre- 
sented by brother Wilcox; and that they be received without requiring 
explanation, insomuch as it has been an unfortunate case, growing out 
of peculiar circumstances, which the committee freely admit. 
Harris, Committee. 


Jas. L. Armstrone, ) 
-On motion of brother Williams, the report was received. : 


Brother Whitaker moved that so much of the report of the commit- 
tee on elections as authorises J. Wilcox to take his seat in this confer- 
ence, be adopted; and that the balance of the report and the accompa- 
nying documents be referred to the committee on annual conferences. 

Brother Williams demanded a division of the The ques- 
tion was therefore put on the first member of the resolution, as follows: 
“That so much of the report of the committee on elections as author- 

ses J. Wilcox to take his seat in this conference, be adopted;” and was 
carried 13 to 5. | 


The question was then put on the second member of the resolution. | 
Brother Shinn moved to lay it on the table. 
Agreed to. 


Brother Wilcox accordingly took his seat. 


Brother Shinn, chairman of the executive committee, made a report, 
in part as follows: 


_ The order in which the ‘executive have. determined to 
- pursue the business of their appointment is as follows: 


1. To examine into the duties and responsibilities of all the exec 


Commitice. 
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tions are called for, to aid in carrying out the principles of the Con-— 
stitution, and in executing the moral discipline of the church. . 2ne. 
following amendments are therefore recommended to the General Con- 
ference for adoption. . 
On the 36th page, Ist section, Trial of Ministers, Preachers, Sc. 
for the following sentence: “The challenge may extend to twice the 
number of the original gommittee,” we ;recommend as a substitute, 
The challenge shall extend to a number equal to the original commitiee. 
The committee recommend to strike out the second section, same 
page, which relates to the trial of members, and to insert the follow- 
ing as a substitute, viz: Accused. class leaders, stewards, trustees, ex- 
horters and private members, shall be tried by a committee created in 
the following manner, viz: the superintendent, or in his absence, any 
other minister or preacher he may name, shall nominate two male per- 
sons, in full membership and good standing, over the age of twenty- 
one years. The class of which the accused is a member shall nomi- 
nate two more in like standing; and these four persons, when chosen, — 
shall select a fifth, which five shall constitute a competent court of trial: 
Provided, that when five cannot be obtained in any class, three appoint- 
ed on the principle above shall suffice; and when this number of male. 
members cannot be obtained in any society, the officiating minister or 
preacher, by the consent of the society of which the accused is a mem-. 
ber, may summon members from.any adjoining society: And provided 
also, that the accused. shall have the right to challenge any number, 
not exceeding the original: committee, by assigning satisfactory reasons, 
of which the class shall judge. From every decision of a committee, 
both the accused and the superintendent shall have an appeal to the 
_~ On page’$7,add the following to the 4th section: Provided always, © 
that no higher penalty shall be inflicted for. mal-administration, or a 
neglect of official duty,thana removal from office. When this is done, 
the person so removed shall not fill the same office again without the 
approbation of the quarterly or annual conference having jurisdiction, 
On motion of brother Williams, the report was laid on the table. 
Brother Armstrong, as. the minority of the judiciary committee, 
made a counter report, which, after having been read, was, at his owri ~ 
request, laid on the table. 
The following is the report: 


The undersigned, one of the committee on the judiciary, asks leave 
to state, that he dissents from the report of the majority of said com- 

He believes it isa maxim sufficiently established, that whenever a 
fundamental principle in the government of either church or state has” 
been once fairly understood and acted on, and has also been sanction- 

_ ed by the body of the community, that those in the legislative depart- 
Ment ought to be very careful not to innovate on such principle. 
This has manifestly been done in the report alluded to. In proof of 
this assertion, the undersigned refers to the second item in the section 
of our Discipline for the trial of “ministers, preachers and members,” ° 
“\ | where tle method of trial of members is already clearly and fairly - 
| pointed out, and with which, the undersigned believes, a large majority 
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12 
Snethen, J. R. Williams, S. Whitaker, W. Wyman, J. Wood and J. — 
Wilcox. 
The journal of yesterday was then read. He | 
Brother Shinn, chairman of the executive committee, made a further —— 
report, as follows: = 
The executive committee beg leave to present to the consideration 
of the General Conference, a few amendments to the chapter of Dis- 
-cipline, entitled, “Duties of the Superintendent,” page 50. eee 
4. To amend the first item which reads, “It shall be the duty of the - 
superintendent of a circuit or station, to fill the pulpits or have them — 
- filled, in accordance with the regulations. of the quarterly conference, 
&c.”” by inserting after the word “regulations,” the term annual, so as 
to make the section read, in accordance with the regulations of the an- 
2. To amend the third section, which reads, “To visit all the class-— 
es at least. once a quarter, if practicable, and see that they are duly 
and properly met by their respective leaders,” by making the follow- 
, ing addition: and that the members regularly attend their classes. 
1's. No superintendent, either of a circuit or station, shall permit‘any 
love-feasts to be held as a public meeting, by allowing persons to— 
come into it promiscuously, but shall use the best regulations he can 
to accomplish its design as a meeting of religious confidence and edi- 
fication. Arid he shall have authority, in conjunction with the quar- 
terly conference, to discontinue such meetings in.any neighborhood, 


_. till they can be brought under proper regulations. 

* 4,'To amend the seventh item by inserting the words, provided the 
parents or guardians of the children concur in the measure, so as to 
make the section read,—to organize the children of members in class- 

es of moderate size, provided the patents or guardians of the children - 
concur in the measure. And further to amend the section, by striking 
out the following paragraph, which begins with the words, “We con- 

‘ 5. 'To amend the tenth section by adding to the second line: But . 
no certificate shall be valid longer than six months after date, except ‘ 
unavordable circumstances shall have put it out of the power of the 

, holder to join within the above named period. ~ 

On motion of brother Shinn, the report was laid on the table. 
Brother Shinn submitted to the conference two communications on 
the subject of the publication of books, &c. signed by T. & B. Turn-— 
bull, of Steubenville, Ohio, and E. S. Woodward, West Middletown, 
On motion, said communications were referred to the literary com- 
Brother Springer, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, — 
submitted the following as being the report of the majority of that 

- ‘The committee on the judiciary, &c. are satisfied that the altera- 

tions in that department of the Discipline submitted to them for ex- 

amination, need be but few. But the feeling of inconvenience which — 
must ever guide the labours of those who are attempting to balancea _ 

State of society on general laws, has taught them that a few modifica- . 
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15 
Yeas Avery, Armstrong, Brown, Barnes, Bell, Chappell, Clarke, 
Henkle, Jacobs, Lipscomb, Newton, Pearson, Quinton, Reese, Shinn, 
Springer, Snethen, Williams, Wyman and Wilcox—20. 
JV Evans, Harris, McKeever, Whitaker and 
Wood—7. 
The question was then put on the second member of the article. — 
Brother Armstrong called for the yeas and mye They were ordered 

by the conference, and are as follows: 

Yeas.—Avery, Barnes, Bell, Chappell, Jacobs, Lipscomb, 
McKeever, Newton, Pearson, Quinton, Reese, Shinn, Springer, Snethen, 
Williams, Wyman and Wilcox—18. ne 
Nays——Armstrong, Blount, Elgin, Harris, Whitaker and 

The article was therefore adopted as follows: 
‘The president shall have the preference of the pulpit: i in every place 
he may visit. He shall, in conjunction with the superintendent and. 
the senior unstationed minister present, (that is, he who has longest 
exercised the ministerial office,) regulate all the appointments for 
preaching at quarterly meetings, camp meetings and protracted meet- 
ings; and shall perform a due proportion of the ministerial labour. In ~ 
the absence of the president, the superintendent, in conjunction with 
the senior unstationed minister present, shall make the appointments 
for preaching. 
The second item was then taken up and adopted as ‘lows ‘He 
shall see that every superintendent in the district duly enters upon, 
and continues in the faithful discharge of all his official duties. 
The third item was then taken uP» and on motion of brother Stiles, 3 
was again laid on the table. | 
_ The fourth item was then taken Ups considered and adopted as fol- 
lows: 
When a president makes an exchange of a minister or preacher £ 
from one circuit or station to another, it shall be his duty to give him © 
a written certificate of said change, which shall: be his only passport 
to the new appointment. - He shall also give a certificate of employ-. 
ment to ministers, preachers and missionaries, whom he may employ 
in the recess of the conference, without which no minister, preacher or 
Inissionary, shall be recognized as regularly appointed. 
On motion, the report of the executive committee which relates to _ 
the duties of superint ts was taken up. — 
After some time spen nt in the consideration of the first item, brother > 
Elgin moved to lay it on the table. 
Lost without a count. 
_ The conference then adjourned, after prayer, until three o’clock. 


Friday ‘afternoon, Three o'clock. 

The Conference met and was Bioeng by reading: a portion of the 
word of God and prayer by brother Blount. 
_ Brother Smith, ministerial representative from the Pennsylvania 
conference, appeared, presented his credentials and took his seat. 

~The conference then resumed the unfinished business of the morn- 
ing, which waa the Beat item of the duties of ‘superintendents, as re- 
ported by the executive committee.  ° 
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of the church is well pithitind.- Nor is this change } in the established 
usages of the church its worst feature, as the undersigned thinks the 
amendment is in direct conflict with the 3d item in the 14th article of 
our Constitution, where it is expressly provided, that “no member shall 
be expelled or deprived of church privileges, without an impartial trial 
before a committee of three or more lay members, or before the socie- 
ty of which he is a member, as the accused may require, &c.”. And 
this too, be it remembered, is contained in one of those articles of the 
Constitution declared to be unalterable, except by a general conven- 
tion called for the express purpose; and-yet it is gravely recommend- 
ed to abolish all these privileges and reservations by a few strokes 
of the pen in this General Conference. Another feature of this — 
amendment is, if possible, still more objectionable, because it proposes 
to place back into the hands of the itinerant preachers, that power so 
much complained of by reformers in their struggle for ‘equal rights in. 
the old church. It is true thatyin one view of the amendment, the | 
minister only chooses one half the committee; but it is also provided that 
when the numbers are small, he shall summon all the committee from 
an adjoining society by consent of the class. Indeed, when we ex- — 
amine and compare this proposed item’ with that in the old M. E. 
Church, it will be found little less exceptionable, because in that church 
the accused has a right to be tried by the whole society of which he is — 
a member, but here, i in this amendment, such right is denied, and he > 
has no part or lot in the matter, except to submit; or appeal to the quar- 
_terly conference, and some challenges for cause. — 
_ Believing, therefore, that the broad principles of the ithdial denies 
ment of our church are at present well defined and well understood, 
the undersigned would respectfully suggest that very little legislative 
action be had thereon. He would, however, recommend that to the - 
Ath item in the section, “Quarterly Conference, ” a provision be added, 
_ by which the members of any society, when preaching appointments 
may be discontinued, shall have a re-hearing at the next quarterly 
conference, or in some other way. And also, if any other verbal 
or explanatory amendments should be necessary; the 
signed’ has no objection. 


which is submitted, 
Sioned, Jas. L. ARMSTRONG. 
The conference then resumed the unfinished business of yeterday, 


which was the report of the executive committee, in relation to the 
duties of presidents of annual conferences. 


The committee having proposed some verbal amendments, which 
were agreed to, brother Reese moved its adoption. While under con- 
sideration, W. C. Lipscomb moved to amend by inserting after “super- 
intendent,” “and the senior unstationed minister present, (that is he 
who has longest exercised the-ministerial office,”) and also to insert 
senior unstationed, in the latter part of the paragraph. 

The amendment was carried, and the question having been put 
upon the adoption of the article, brother Elgin called for a division. 

Brother Blount demanded the yeas and nays. 

_ The demand having been sustained by the conference, the yeas and 
nays were taken and are as follows: 
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of moderate size, provided the parents or guardians of the children. 


concur inthe measure. And further to amend the section by striking 

out the following paragraph, which begins with the words, “We con- 

sider, 

~ The 5th item was then = up, considered and adopted, as fol- 
lows:, 

amend the by. adding to the second line, no 


“certificate shall be valid longer than six months after date, except un- 


avoidable circumstances shall have put it out of the power of the 
holder to join within the above named period. 


Brother Chappell moved a reconsideration of the vote of yesterday 


on the 1st item of the duties of presidents of annual — as 
by the executive committee. 
~The motion to reconsider was carried by a majority ofone. 
~ On motion of brother Wilcox, laid on the table until Tuesday next. 


On motion of brother er Brown, the following was ordered to be added 


to the rules of order. © 

All motions for reconsideration shall be made and seconded by 
‘members in the majority, on the day after the action of the conference 
on the matter to be reconsidered, and the question taken without 
debate. 


‘On motion of brother Springer, the report of the judiciary committee | 


taken up. 


The item which relates to the tal of ministers, ‘was considered and 


adopted as follows: 


On the 36th page, 1st section, Trial of Ministers, Preachers, &c. 


for the following sentence: “The challenge may extend to twice the 
number of the original committee,” recommend as a substitute, the 
challenge shall extend to a number equal to the original commitiee. 
The ad item, relating to the trial of members was then taken up. 
Brother Shinn moved to amend, by striking out the entire gervgteii 
_ and inserting the following: When. a charge of immorality, or any 


~ other offence, recognized by the thirteenth article of the Constitution, 


is preferred to the superintendent, against any member of the church, 


_ the superintendent, or in his absence, any other minister belonging to 


the circuit or station whom he may select, after duly notifying the 


' person accused, shall appoint a committee of not less than three nor | 


more than seven male members, before whom the accused shall ap- 
pear, at the time and place designated by the presiding or executive 
_ munister. In the event of there being no superintendent, the complaint 

‘may be lodged with any minister belonging to the circuit or station, 
whose duty it shall be to act as executive officer in the case.. 


The accused may object to any member of the committee, on ac~ 


count of his having prejudged the case, being prejudiced against the 
accused, or being interested in a pecuniary way in the decision. The 
objections may extend to every member of the original committee, or 
to a number equal thereto, but no further. In every instance of objec- 
tion the presiding minister shall remove the pérson, and if necessary, 


supply his place with another. In small societies, where there may 


not be the requisite number of male members, the minister may sum- 


mon members from any adjoining society. 
3 
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~ On motion of brother Reese, the article was re-committed to said 
committee. 3 

The second item was then taken up, read and adopted as follows: 

«To amend_the 3d section, which reads, “To visit all the classes at 
least oncé a quarter, if practicable, and see that they are duly and pro- 
- —perly met by their respective leaders,” by making the following addi- 
_ ton, and, that the members regularly attend their classes. : 

- The $d item was then taken up and considered. \ 

Brother Shinn moved to amend, by striking out the last sentence, 
and inserting the following: And he shall take the counsel and direc- 
tion of the quarterly conferences in regard to the most prudent methods — 
‘of bringing them under proper regulations according to the Discipline. — 

This amendment was agreed to. 

The entire article being then for adoption, brother Armstrong moved 
to amend by adding the following: Provided, nevertheless, it shall be 
the privilege of any quarterly conference in our connexion to direct — 
the superintendent to hold love-feasts with open doors, if such be their: . 
desire. 

amendment was lost—ayes 6, nays 


A motion to postpone and adjourn were severally negatived. 
Brother Williams asked and obtained leave of absence until Monday 
next. . 

Brother Wyman also asked and obtained leave of absence during 
the remainder of the sitting of the conference. 


On motion, the conference then adjourned, etter prayer until eight 
orclock to-morrow morning. 


Saturday morning, 10th May. 
‘The Gisbonsinee met and was opened by reading a , portion of the 
word of God and prayer. 
The roll having been called, the following sidan answered to” 
their names: Armstrong, Blount, , Brown, Bell, Chappell, Clarke, Evans, 


_ Elgin, Jacobs, Lipscomb, McKeever, N ewton, Pearson, Quinton, ee 
_ Springer, Snethen and Wood. | 


The journal was then read. 

The president announced the following brethren as having been 

added to the committee on boundaries: Wilcox, J. Smith and Dr. 
French. 

The president presented a letter addressed to the conference, signed 
_ by Phin’s Price and ‘James Hanson, as a committee in behalf of the 
Quarterly Conference of Kensington station, recommending sundry 
amendments to the Constitution and Discipline of the church. Read 
and referred to the executive committee. 

The conference then resumed the unfinished: business of yesterday, 
which was the 3d item of the report of the executive commutes, in rela- 
tion to the duties of superintendents. 

On motion of brother Shinn, laid on the table. : | 

The 4th item was then taken up, considered and adopted as follows: 
To amend the seventh item by inserting the words, provided the pa- 
rents or guardians of the children concur in the measure, so as to 
make the section read, To — the children of members in classes 
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The proposition of the committee to amend the 4th section of the 
article on Quarterly Conferences was then taken up and considered. 


On motion, laid on the table. — 
Brother Pearson, assistant secretary, having gaat pedi that a 


brother could be obtained out of the conference to supply ‘his place, — 


tendered his resignation. Accepted. 

Brother Thomas Jewel, of Georgetown, having been nominated, was 
ballotted for, and unanimously elected assistant RCCrOUny and imme-’ 
diately entered upon the duties of the office. - 

On motion, the conference faumard, after prayer, till 3 o'clock. 


| three o ’clock, P. JM. 
‘The conference met and was opened with reading a portion of the 
word of God and prayer, by brother Pearson. © 
On motion, the 21st rule of order was stricken out, and the follow- 


ing adopted in-its place: A motion to reconsider, made and seconded 


by two of the members who have voted in the affirmative, shall at any 
time be in order until the close of the next day after the action of the 


conference on the matter to be reconsidered. 
ay report of the judiciary committee, laid on the table this morn-: 


ing, was again taken up, further amended, and adopted, as follows: 


~ Accused class leaders, stewards, trustees, exhorters and private 
- members shall be tried by a committee appointed in the following 


manner, viz: the superintendent, who shall preside on the trial, or in 
his absence from the circuit or station, any other minister or preacher 
the class may name, (who shall report in due form the entire proceed- 


ings in the case to the superintendent,) shall nominate two persons in ~ 


full membership and good standing, over the age of twenty-one years. 
The class of which the accused is a member shall nominate two more 


in like standing; and these four persons, when chosen, shall select a 
fifth, which five shall constitute a competent court of trial. Provided, 


that ‘where five cannot be obtained in any class, three, appointed on 
the pritftiple above, shall suffice. And where this number of male 
members cannot be obtained in any society, the officiating minister 


or preacher, by consent of the class or society of which the accused 


is a member, may summon members from any adjoining society. 


And provided also, that the accused shall have the right to challenge <\ 


any number, not exceeding that of the original committee. From 
every decision of a committee, the accused shall have an appeal. to the 
quarterly conference, as provided for by the Constitution. 

The proposed amendment to section 4, of the article on Quarterly — 
Conferences, was again taken up. On motion of brother Shinn, it was 
recommitted to the judiciary committee, with instructions to inquire 
whether any, and if’ so, what provisions are necessary to carry into 
execution the 4th section, article iv. of ‘the Constitution of the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church. 


Brother Jacobs, chairman of the committee on finance, made a re- 


port, which was read, received, amended and adopted as follows: 
The committee on finance beg leave to report, that they have taken 
into consideration the subject which, as they supposed, was intended 
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After some time spent in considering the amendment, brother Shinn 
‘moved to lay it on the table.—Lost. 
On motion of brother Springer, the amendment and that part of the 
report to which it refers, were recommitted to the judiciary committee. . 

The amendment proposed by the committee to the 4th section, was 
then considered and adopted as follows: Provided always, that no 
higher penaity shall be inflicted for mal-administration or, a neglect 
of official duty, than a removal from office. ‘When this is done, the 
person so removed shall-not fill the same office again, without the ap- 
— probation of the quarterly or annual conference having jurisdiction. 

On motion, the entire article as amended was then recommitted to 
the judiciary committee. . 

The president’ appointed brother S. Henkle on the committee of 

means of grace, in the place of brother Wyman, absent by leave. — 

~The conference then took up tliat: part of the report of the commit- 
- tee on elections which had been laid on the table, 1 in reference to the 


cases of brothers Wilcox and Bromly. 


After some time spent in the consideration thereof, on motion A of 
brother Evans, the whole subject was again laid on the table. 


The conference then adjourned, after prayer, until Monday morning, 
o’clock. 


Monday morning, May 12. 

The conference met and was opened by reading a portion of the 
word of God and prayer, by brother Evans. 

The journal was then read, and, on motion of brother Clarke, ap- 
proved. 

The roll having been called, the following brethren answered to 
their names: Avery, Armstrong, Blount, Brown, Bell, Barnes, Clarke, 
Evans, Elgin, Jacobs, Lipscomb, McKeever, Newton, Shinn, Springer, 
Snethen, Smith and Wood. | 


There not being a quorum poe t, further business was suspended 
until other brethren had taken their seats. | 
_ Brother Springer, chairman of the judiciary committee, to which 
had been recommitted so much of their report as relates to the trial of 
accused members, &c. made a second report. tuee, 


_ The report having been accepted, so much thereof as relates to the 
manner of creating the committee of trial, after the adoption of several 
amendments and considerable discussion, was laid on the table. | 

Brother J. J. Burroughs, lay representative from the Virginia con- 
ference, appeared, presented his credentials and took his seat. 

Brother Burroughs also presented the credentials of brother French, 
ministerial representative elect from the Virginia conference. 

The proposition of the committee to amend the 4th section on page 
37 was then considered and adopted as follows: insert the word pre- 
sident after the words “and the,” so as to make the section read thus: 
if the accused be found guilty of the offence, the committee, or a ma- 
jority thereof, shall, in their decision, name the-penalty to which the 


accused shall be subjected. And the “president” or superintendent 
shall carry it into effect. 
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"fhe first amendment proposed was adopted, as follows: on page 
82, add to item 2d, And urge upon the members of his class liberality - 
in their contributions, and punctuality in payment. _ # 
The second and third amendments, as proposed by the committee, 
were each taken up and recommitted to the executive committee. — 
Brother Springer, chairman of the judiciary committee, to which 
had been recommitted so much of their report as related to the trial of 
churches, made a second report, which was received and laid on the 
‘The special order of the day was then called up and postponed, 


with a view to consider the report of the judiciary committee. 
The report was then taken up, and having been amended and dis- 
cussed at considerable length, was adopted, as follows: 

When any church, society or class shall, by any official act or de- 
claration, evince their determination not to conform to the provisions 

of the Constitution and Discipline, it shall be the duty of the superin-— 
tendent, or if there be no superintendent, any minister the quarterly 
conference may appoint, to make every reasonable and proper effort 
to induce said church to conform; but if these efforts prove unavail- 
ing, the superintendent, or minister appointed by the quarterly confer- 
ence, shall nominate a committee of five male members over. the age 

of twenty-one years, neither of whom shall be a member of the accus- — 
ed church, society or class, in the circuit of which the accused is a 
component part, or some adjoining circuit, who shall meet at the 
place whee said church holds its regular worship, and shall constitute 
a competent court of trial, and shall decide the case. Provided, that 
said church, by its representative, shall have the right to challenge 
any number not exceeding that of the committee; and-of appeal to the 
quarterly conference. It shall be the duty of the superintendent or 
minister to preside at the trial; the committee shall appoint a secre-. 

tary, who shall take regular minutes thereof, and convey the same. to. 

_ the quarterly conference in case of an appeal. -The accused shall be 
furnished with a copy of the charges at least twenty days before trial. 
If any church be found guilty of a departure from the Constitution, or 

_ the regulations of the Discipline, and will not agree to conform, it — 
ne shall be declared no longer in connexion with this association, and 
a 4 _ shall be erased from the plan of the circuit. If the accused should be 
ne a station, the president of the district shall conduct the trial as above, 


be and said church or station shall have the right of challenge, and of ap- 
peal to the annual conference. 

Brother Hopper, aylay representative from the Maryland conference, 
. — appeared, presented his credentials and took his seat. 


he ‘ A letter was presented to the conference by brother Williams, and 

ee read, signed by Robert Lynn, president, and George 8S. Cox, secretary, 
' ... in behalf of the Kensington station, requesting that said station might 
be included in the bounds of the Maryland district, &c. which was, 

Bis on motion, referred to the committee on boundaries. __ 3 

i On motion of brother Quinton, brother Hopper was added tothe 
committee on boundaries. 


_ The conference, after prayer, adjourned till 3 o’elock. 
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+0 be given in that is to say, ways and means for rising 
the necessary supplies for the support of the itinerant ministers an 
preachers of our connexion, and their families. But on examination 
the committee are of opinion, that the Constitution, in the $d section 
of the 8th article, (page 20;) has clearly placed this matter in the 
hands of the annual conferences; and under this conviction the com-— 
mittee do not féel authorised to recommend any regulations on that 
subject. The committee, however, think it to be the province of this 
- conference, agreeably to the provisions of the 2d section of the 9th 
article of the Constitution, (page 24,) to fix the compensation and 
duties of the itinerant ministers and preachers, and the allowance for 
their wives, widows and children. Therefore the committee recom- 
-merid the following amendments to the rule of Discipline, on page 
110, entitled, “Allowances to Ministers and Preachers in the employ > 
of the annual conferences;” that is to say, in the second item, after 
the word “expensés,”’ add. the following: each circuit and station shall — 
allow such additional sum for house rent and other family expenses, 
as, in the judgment of the quarterly conference, may be necessary and 
proper. Concerning like expenses of a president, the annual confer- 
ence shall judge what will be necessary and proper. Provided, that — 
such extra allowance shall entitle any preacher to a claim on the 
funds of the annual conference, until the deficieri¢ies in the salaries of 
the preachers, as provided for in the Discipline, be made up. 
And in the 3d item of: the same rule, after the word “cease,” at the 
end of the sentence, add the following: except in cases of personal i in- 
ability on the part of said child to earn its living. , 
The committee would also recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing as a substitute for the 5th item, in the rule of the Discipline on 
the duties of circuit and station stewards, (see page 56.) 
arinual conference shall defray the of its own 
-_presentatives to the General Conference. 


On motion of brother Quinton, brother Burroughs was added to the 
committeé on boundaries. 


On motion, the conference then adjourned, after prayer till to-mor- 
tow morning; o’clock. 


morning, May 13. 
The met, and was with reading a portion of the 


‘word of God and prayer, by brother Brown. | 
The roll having been called, the following brethren answered to 
their names, Viz: 


Avery, Armstrong, Blount, Brown, Bell, Chappell, Evans, 
Elgin, S. Henkle, Jacobs, Lipscomb, McKeever, Pearson, Quinton, — 
Shinn, Springer, Snethen and Wood. 

_A quorum being present, the conference then proceeded to business. 


The journal of yesterday having been read, and a verbal correction 
made, was approved. 


Brother Shinn, chairman of the executive committee, made a report 
in rélation to the duties of class leaders. 
_ ¢ motion the Feport was received and considered. 
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23 
years’ practical operations in the field of labour, during which period, 
the church has become better acquainted with the parts of our work 
that most need missionary effort, and also those foreign places where 
missionary stations might be, established under favorable circumstan- 
ces. Among’ the latter are Nova Scotia, and the new settlements now 
rising in Africa. One of our own preachers having already, even 
~ without the assistance of his brethren, raised in Nova Scotia a very . 
| respectable church of Methodist Protestants. And one of our coloured ) 
preachers, an intelligent and pious man, repaired to Baltimore, some 
time in the past winter, and entreated the book committee to grant 
him an outfit to Africa, that he might take with him a number of his 
coloured friends, and preach to them and the poor heathen in the land 
of his forefathers, and his future home, the everlasting Gospel of 
Christ. The committee respectfully present the following regulations 
for the establishment of home missions. | ae 
Each annual conference shall have authority to employ and appoint 
ministers and preachers to serve as home missionaries, and to desig- 
nate their fields of labour. It shall be the duty of each missionary to 
travel and preach the Gospel in those parts or places his conference 
may prescribe, raise societies and administer discipline, until the close 
of the conference year; when it shall be the duty of each missionary ~ = 
to appear at conference, and report the number and condition ofthe “aN 
societies he may have raised. 
The home missionaries shall make collections for their own support 
in societies and neighbourhoods where they may respectively labour, 
and be entitled to a proportionate part of the funds of the annual con- 
ferences, raised for missionary purposes, to make up their deficiencies. 
* ~The annual conference shall, when that body deem it requisite, 
” appoint a conference missionary to travel with the president, and to 
oy, be under his direction, to labour at such times and places as he may 
believe will best promote the prosperity of the work. © ea" 
_ The remainder of the report relating to foreign missions was laid on 


* 


Brother Quinton, chairman of the committee on boundaries, made 


Read and received. | ee 
So much of the report as relates to the boundaries of the Vermont. 


as Boston, New York and Genesee districts were considered, amended 


Boundaries of the respective Districts. ine: 
1. The Vermont District shall. commence at the south east’ corner — 
of the state of Vermont, thence west to Lansinburg, on the North river, 
thence up the same and along the canal, by. Whitg Hall and Lake 
Champlain, to the Canada line, thence east to the near corner of New _ 
Hampshire, and from thence to the beginning. | 
2. The Boston District shall include the states of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island. | 
8. The New York District shall commence at the mouth of the 
Raritan river, thence up said river to New Brunswick, thence bya 
straight line to the Delaware river opposite Easton, thence north’ to 
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three o'clock. 
Conference opened as usual. 
A communication, addressed to the conference, signed by Moses M. 
Henkle, appealing and protesting against the conduct of the Ohio con- 
ference, in relation to certain proceedings of that conference in refer- 
ence to himself, was read, and on motion, laid on the table. | 

Brother W illiams presented a communication, purporting to come 
from certain persons in Baltimore, i in ‘Telation to the publication of 
books. 

Read and referred to the literary committee. 

‘Brother Williams also presented a letter from brother J. J. Harrod, | 
of Baltimore,‘on the same. subject. 

Read and referred to the literary committee. 

On motion, W. C. Lipscomb, P. B. Hopper and J. i Armstrong 
were added to the literary committee. 
_ The special order of the day, as postponed in the morning, was 
then called up, being the first sentence of the duties of presidents of 
annual conferences in the following words: The president shall have 
the preference of the pulpit in every place he may visit. Again adopted. 

On motion of brother Shinn, the 3d item of the report of the execu- 
tive committee, on the duties of superintendents, was called up, having 
been been previously laid on the table, and adopted as follows: : 
_. No superintendent either of a circuit or jation shall permit any 
love-feast to be held as a public meeting, by allowing persons to come 

into it promiscuously, but shall use the best regulations he can to ac- 
complish its design, as a meeting of religious confidence and edifica- 
tion. And he shall take the counsel and direction of: the quarterly 
conference in regard to the most prudent methods of bringing them > 
under proper regulations, according’ to the discipline. | 

Upon the final passage of this article, brother Armstrong. called for 
the yeasand nays. ‘The call having been sustained, the yeas and nays 
were accordingly taken, and are as follows: . 

Yeas.—Avery, Brown, Barnes, Bell, Burroughs, Chappell, Clarke, 
Harris, 8S. Henkle, Hopper, Jacobs, Lipscomb, McKeever, Newton, 


Pearson, Quinton, Reese, Shinn, Springer, Snethen, Smith, Williams, 
Whitaker and Wood—24. 


Nays—Armstrong, Blount, Evans and Wilcox—4. _ 

Brother Vidas, chairman of the committee on missions, made a 
report. 

a preamble ond. so much of the report as relates to home mis- 
sions were considered and adopted, as follows: | 

The missionary committee beg leave to present to the General tie 
ference, the following report on home and foreign missions: 

The committee deem it essentially necessary that there be some 
specific disciplinary regulations for the government of home and 
foreign missions. It was not to be expected that the General Conven- 
tion would have the requisite time to prepare and digest an efficient 
plan for the government of home missions and missionary stations in 
foreign countries. This labour was therefore reserved for the present 
General Conference, which is well prepared to enter upon the task, 

from the experience and knowl ge arising out of three and a half 
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After some further time spent in considering this part of the report — 
_ the conference adjourned, after prayer, till 3 o’clock. Saat ‘al 


Wednesday, 3 o'clock, P.M. 


~ On motion, laid over until 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


“25 


the following words: And after he shall have been licensed, he shall 
still continue under the inspection of the committee of exammauen, 
with a view to his ordination. 
_ The third proposition of the committee was then taken up. 
While this part of the report was under discussion, the presiden 
called brother Hopper to the chair, and after having made a few re= 


marks upon the subject before the conference, complaining of indis- 


position, requested permission to retire for a short time, which was 


” a Hopper declining to occupy the chair, for reasons then 
assigned, called brother Reese. to fill it during the remainder of the 


‘The conference met, and was opened with reading a portion of the 
word of God and prayer, by the president. . = Hee 
Brother Bell called up the letter of brother M. M. Henkle. 
On motion, referred to the executive committee.~ > 


Brother Newton called up the case of brothers Wilcox. aiid Bromly. 


The conference then resumed the unfinished businéss of the morn- 
ing, which was the report of the executive committee, in relation to 
the appointment of a committee to aid the superintendent in the dis- 
charge of his pastoral duties. | ee ee 

The report of the committee having been amended, was adopted, as 


Each quarterly conference shall -have authority, at its first session 
every year, to appoint a standing committee of not more than four 


ministers belonging to the circuit or station, who with the assistant, 


shall aid the superintendent in the discharge of his pastoral duties, 
and give him advice and counsel in all important acts of his adminis- 


The remainder of the afternoon’s sitting was taken up in considering 


so much of the report as related to the regulations of appointments by 


the joint authority of the superintendent and quarterly conference: — 
Adjourned, after prayer, until to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock. 


Thursday morning, May 15th. 
The conference met, and was opened with reading a portion of the 


word of God and prayer, by brother Shinn. 


The roll having been called, the following brethren answered to 


Avery, Armstrong, Blount, Brown, Bell, Chappell Evans, Elgin 

Henkle, Hopper, Lipscomb, McKeever, Pearson, Quinton, Shinn, Sne- 
then, Smith, Williams, Whitaker and Wood. _ aia 


_ There being a quorum present, the conference proceeded to busi- 


The ‘ies of yesterday was then read, amended and approved. an 


as follows: At the end of the second paragraph of the third item, add 
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the anes west corner of the county of Sullivan, on the re eeny river, 
thence north west to the south west corner of the county of Montgo- 
mery, including the county of Montgomery, thence along the north Wim 
line of the county of Montgomery to Sandy Hill, thence south with #§ 7% 
the North river to Troy, thence east to the north west corner of Mas- 2 


sachusetts, including Connecticut, Long and Staten islands. | —— Be: 
4. The Genesee District shall be bounded on the east and south by . 
the New York and Pennsylvania districts, on the west and north by ga 


Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. 

“While the Pennsylvania district was saades consideration, the con- 

ference adjourned, after prayer, until to-morrow prorning, : 8 o’clock. 

_ The conference met and was opened by reading a portion of the | 
word of God and prayer, by brother Henkle. 7 

The roll having been called, the following brethren’ answered to Le 
their names, viz: Avery, Armstrong, Blount, Barnes, Bell, Evans,Elgin, fF) 
Henkle, Hopper, Lipscomb, McKeever, Pearson, Quinton, Snethen, be 
Williams, Wood and Wilcox. 

A quorum being present, the conference proceeded to business. ae 

The journal of yesterday was then read and approved. © Be 

Brother Shinn, chairman of the executive committee, made a report 
respecting the duties of class leaders, &c. and also reported respecting 
quarterly conferences, both of which were read, and on motion, receiv- 
ed and laid on the table. 

The conference then resumed the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which was the report of the committee on boundaries, the 
nia district being under consideration. _ = 

- Brother Hopper moved to amend the report so as ‘o read as follows: ae 

5. The Pennsylvania District shall include all that state east of a 
Susquehanna river, New Castle county, in the state of Delaware, and oe 
all that part of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, north of the Sassafras i 
river, and all that part of N ew Jersey, not embraced i in the N ew York i 
district. 

the article thus amended, Whitaker to amend as 
follows: “Commencing at the mouth of the-Mispillion creek, thence: _ 
to Milford, including Milford, thence to Prospect, including Prospect, | 
and thence to the Maryland line.” 


‘The amendment of brother Whitaker was lost, ten voting in the ee 
affirmative, twelve in the negative. 
The Pennsylvania district, as bounded in 1 the amendment of brother i 
Hopper, was then adopted. 
. On motion, the balance of the report was laid on the table. | . 4 
" The report of the executive committee in relation to quarterly con- &. 
ferences was then taken up. a 


The first. proposition of the committee to amend was adopted, as 
follows: 


Add to the first item the following words: “It shall always requilty 
at least a majority of all the members of the quarterly conference in 
Stations, and one sixth in circuits, to form a quorum to do business.” | 

The second of the committee to amend, 
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The case of brothers Wilcox and Bromly then came up, as the spe- 
Oh motion, brother Bromly and his nephew were admitted within 
the bar of the house, the latter with the view to act as agent for the. 
On motion of brother Whitaker, it was Resolved, That brother — ae 
- Bromly, or his agent, be permitted to open the case, that brother Wil- 
cox reply, and then brother Bromly or gpa. to respond. ~ — 
The case was accordingly gone into in pursuance of the above ar- _ 
rangement, brother Whitaker in the chair, 
‘ _ The statements and arguments on each side having been closed, the 
7). brethren in question retired beyond the bar of the house. mee 88 
{ ae On motion, Resolved, That whatever questions it may be necessary 
[|  —__ to propound to the parties interested, shall be put and answered in 
Brother Shinn then submitted the following: 
Resolved, as the judgment of this General Conference, that as far as — 
evidence has appeared before it, an Annual Conference of the Me- 
' ., thodist Protestant Church of the New York and. Lower Canada dis- 
trict, never has been constitutionally organized, and consequently said _ 
| _ district has not been legally entitled to any representative in this Gen-— = 
| oe - Resolved, secondly, That brother Daniel Bromly, far from deserving 
"> censure, is entitled to the.respect of this conference for his noble, 
| ~ though as this conference believes, misdirected efforts to sustain the 
3 ~~ Resolved, thirdly, That the brethren represented by brother Wilcox, 
as this conference believes, proceeded in the course they did from pecu- | 
liar circumstances, which they thought rendered it unavoidable, and not — 
from any hostility to the Constitution, and therefore they do not merit — 
official censure. , And that this conference recognizes the ministers and - 
members of the informal conference above mentioned, as ministers _ 
and members of the Methodist Protestant Church, and that brothers — 
Bromly and Wilcox be invited within the bar of the house, and have 
the privilege of honorary members. ee 
‘While these resolutions were under discussion, the conference ad- — 
journed, after prayer, until three o’clock. er 


Thursday afternoon, Three o'clock. 
The Conference met and was opened by reading a portion of the 
_ word of God and prayer by brother Pearson. = Cea 
__ The conference then resumed the unfinished business of the mora 
ing, which was the resolutions of brother Shinn in relation to the seat 


claimed by brothers Bromly and Wilcox. 

. _ After considerable debate, the resolutions were, on motion of bro- 
ther Shinn, laid on the table, with a view to take up the report.of the 
_The report was accordingly taken up, considered and adopted, as: 
The literary committee represent to the General Conference, that 
they have examined all the papers committed to them, having a bear-— 
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~ Brother Whitaker asked and obtained leave of absence during the 
temainder of the sitting of the General Conference, after this-:morning’s 
Brother Avery, chairman of the literary committee, made a report, 
which was read, received and laid on the table. — 
- The conference then resumed the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which was so much of the report of the executive committee as re- 
ates to the joint authority of the superintendent and quarterly confer- 
ence, in filling the appointments for preaching. 

The article having been further amended, was adopted, as follows: 
Strike out the 4th item as it now stands in the Discipline, and insert 
the following: Whatever alterations may be necessary in a circuit or 
station during the interval of the annual conference, or changes in the 
times and places for preaching, shall be-made by the joint authority © 
of the superintendent and the quarterly conference, and no appoint- 
ment shall be discontinued where there is a class, without the concur- 

rence of the superintendent and quarterly conference separately ob- 
tained. Any special regulations that may bé deemed requisite in 
. regard to filling the pulpits or having them filled, such as forming a 
definite plan of appointments, shall be made in the same way of mu- 
tual concurrence. In all cases where the regular appointments of the 
superintendent and quarterly conference shall come in contact with 
any appointmeyt made by any of our unstationed ministers, or vice — 
versa, those of the superintendent’ and quarterly conference, the ¢ase 
shall be referred to the quarterly conference, which body shall’ settle 
the difficulty in the most equitable manner, = 
_. ‘The remaining items of the report were then taken up and adopted, 


as follows: 
Item 5 altered to 6. | 
 Ttem 6 altered to 7, and in the first line strike out the words “time 
and,” and insert others in the fourth line, so as to make it read; 
The place for holding the succeeding quarterly conference sha!l be 
- determined by the conference, and the time by the superintendent. 
- Item 7 altered to 8, 8 to 9, and 9 to 10. Se ee 
The 1st item in the report of the executive committee in relation to 
the duties of superintendents having been recommitted to said commit- 
tee, was reported and adopted, as follows: 
To amend the first item, which reads, “It shall be the duty of the 
_ superintendent of a circuit or station to fill the pulpits, or have them 
filled, in accordance with the regulations of the quarterly conference, 
&c.” by inserting after the word “regulations,” the term annual. so as to 
_make the section read, “It shall be the duty, &c. to have them filled,” 
except where otherwise provided for by the Discipline, “in accordance _ 
with the regulations of the annual and quarterly conferences.” = 
] Brother Williams having announced that brother Harrod, book 
agent, was in the house, it was, on motion of brother Elgin, Resolved, 
‘That brother Harrod be invited to take a seat within the bar of the 
house. The invitation was accepted. 
Brother Clarke, from the committee on means of grace, reported. _ 


The report having been read, was, on motion, received and laid on 
the table. | 
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Phe case of brothers Wilcox and Bromly then came up, as the spe- 
On motion, brother Bromly and his nephew were admitted within 

the bar of the house, the latter with the view to act as agent for the: — 


former. 


writing. 
Brother Shinn then submitted the following: _ he 
Resolved, as the judgment of this General Conference, that as far as" 
evidence has appeared before it, an Annual Conference of the Me- 
thodist Protestant Church of the New York and Lower Canada dis- 
trict, never has been constitutionally organized, and consequently said 
district has not been legally entitled to any representative in this Gen- 


; oe Resolved, secondly, That brother Daniel Bromly, far from deserving 
4 censure, is entitled to the respect of this conference for his noble, 
_—_ though as this conference believes, misdirected efforts-to sustain the 
a. Resolved, thirdly, That the brethren represented by brother Wilcox, 
| as this conference believes, proceeded in the course they did from pecu- 
_ | liar circumstances, which they thought rendered it unavoidable, and not 
~~ from any hostility to the Constitution, and therefore they do not merit — 
Official censure., And that this conference recognizes the ministers and — 
members of the informal conference above mentioned, as’ ministers 
-_—_ and members of the Methodist Protestant Church, and that brothers 
_.  Bromly and Wilcox be invited within the bar of the house, and have 
_ the privilege of honorary members. 
; While these resolutions were under discussion, the conference ad-_ 
journed, after prayer, until three o’clock. 
Thursday afternoon, Three o'clock. 
oe The Conference met and was opened by reading a portion of the 
_.._ word of God and prayer by brother Pearson. __ | 
ae _ The conference then resumed the unfinished business of the morn- 
ing, which was the resolutions of brother Shinn in relation to the seat 
claimed by brothers Bromly and Wilcox. 
: | After considerable debate, the resolutions were, on motion of bro- 
Bo ther Shinn, laid on the table, with a view to take up the report of the 
literary committee. 
Aue The report was accordingly taken up, considered and adopted, as 
Ay The literary committee represent to the General Conference, that 
they have examined all the papers eee to them, having a bear- 


ane On motion of brother Whitaker, it was Resolved, That brother — 
aie -Bromly, or his agent, be permitted to open the case, that brother Wil- 
may cox reply, and then brother Bromly or his agent to respond. 
‘hia The case was accordingly gone into in pursuance of the above ar- rn 
rangement, brother Whitaker in the chair. 
{i The statements‘and arguments on each side having been closed, the 
| ae brethren in question retired beyond the bar of the house. Reno" 
NO On motion, Resolved, ‘That whatever questions it may be necessary 4 
Be to propound to the parties interested, shall be put and answered in 


- Brother Whitaker asked and obtained leave of absence during the 
remainder of the sitting of the General Conference, after this morning’s 
session. 

- Brother Avery, chairman of the literary committee, made a report, 
which was read, received and laid on the table. rene 

The conference then resumed the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which was so much of the report of the executive committee as re- 
ates to the joint authority of the superintendent and quarterly confer- 
ence, in filling the appointments for preaching. = 

The article having been further amended, was adopted, as follows: 

Strike out the 4th item as it now stands in the Discipline, and insert 

the following: Whatever ‘alterations may be necessary in a circuit or 
station during the interval of the annual conference, or changes in the __ 

times and places for preaching, shall be. made by the joint authority __ 
of the superintendent and the quarterly conference; and no appoint- 
ment shall be discontinued where there is a class, without the concur- 


the difficulty in the most equitable manner. 
The remaining items of the report were then taken up and adopted, 
as follows: 
 Ttem 5 altered to6. 
Item 6 altered to 7, and in the first line strike out the words “time . ° 
and,” and insert others in the fourth line, so as to make it read; 
The place for holding the succeeding quarterly conference sha!l be 
determined by the conference, and the time by the superintendent. 
Item 7 altered to 8,8 to 9,and 9 to 10. 
The 1st item in the report of the executive committee in relation to 
the duties of superintendents having been recommitted to said commit- 
, tee, was reported and adopted, as follows: 

To amend the first item, which reads, “It shall be the duty of the 
superintendent of a circuit or station to fill the pulpits, or have them 
filled, in accordance with the regulations of the quarterly conference, 

_&c.” by inserting after the word “regulations,” the term annual, so as to 

make the section read, “It shall be the duty, &c. to have them filled,” 
except where otherwise provided for by the Discipline, “in accordance 
with the regulations of the annual and quarterly conferences.” 

Brother Williams having announced that brother Harrod, book 
agent, was in the house, it was, on motion of brother Elgin, Resolved, 
That brother Harrod be invited to take a seat within the bar of the 

house. The invitation was accepted. 


Brother Clarke, from the committee on means of grace, reported. 


The report having been read, was, on motion, received and laid on 
the table. | 


rence of the superintendent and quarterly conference separately ob- | | 
tained. Any special regulations that may be deemed requisite in . 
ig regard to filling the pulpits or having them filled, such as forming a a 
definite plan of appointments, shall be made in the same way of mu- 
: tual concurrence. In all cases where the regular appointments of the 
— superintendent and quarterly conference shall come in contact with | 
any appointmeypt made by any of our unstationed ministers, or vice 
versa, those of the superintendent and quarterly conference, the case aS 
shall be referred to the quarterly conference, which body shall settle Me 
| 
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On motion of W. C. Lipscomb, it was Resolved, That this confer- 

sitting of the next General Conference shall be held. = 

- Pittsburg, Pa. Baltimore, Md. Lynchburg, Va. and Cincinnati, Ohio, 

were severally nominated. 
The president appointed brothers Pearson and Newton tellers. 
Pittsburg, Pa. having received a majority of all the votes given, was 

declared to be the place at which the General Conference of 1841 


Bromley, were then taken up. 
The first in the following words: _ o 


as evidence has appeared before it; an Annual Conference of the 


trict has never been constitutionally organized, and consequently said 
district has not been legally entitled to any representative in this 
General Conference. 
_ Upon this resolution, the yeas and nays were demanded. ‘They 
accordingly taken and are as follows: 


‘ 


| 7 Shinn, Springer, Williams and Wood—19. 


Nays.—Armstrong, Brown, Harris, Snethen and Smith—5. 


shall hold its sittmg. 
The resolutions of brother Shinn, in the case of brothers Wilcox 


Resolved, as the judgment of this General Conference, that so far 


Methodist Protestant Church of the New York and Lower Canada dis- 


Yeas.—Avery, Blount, Barnes, Bell, Burroughs, Clarke, Evans, Hen- 
kle, Hopper, Jacobs, Lipscomb, Newton, Pearson, Quinton, Reese, 


Me ence do now proceed to designate by ballot the place at which the” 


oS) : The question was then put on the second resolution, as follows: 
te Resolved, secondly, That brother Daniel Bromley, far from deserv- 
a ing censure, is entitled to the respect of this conference for his well- 
os meant, though as this conference believes, misdirected efforts to sustam 
the Constitution. © 
it - Upon this resolution also the yeas and nays were demanded. They — 
were taken, and are as follows: 
cae _ Yeas.—Blount, Barnes, Bell, Clarke, Henkle, Hopper, Lipscomb, 
BN 9 Newton, Pearson, Quinton, Reese, Shinn, Springer, Williams and 
Nays.—Avery, Armstrong, Brown, Burroughs, Evans, Harris, Jacobs, 
mt : The third resolution coming up, brother Reese moved to amend by 
"adding the following words: and that this conference recognize the 
__-‘Mainisters and members of the informal conference above mention- 
ed as ministers and members of the Methodist Protestant Church, and 
: that brothers Bromley and Wilcox be invited within the bar,and have 
@g The amendment was agreed to, and the whole resolution adopted, 
-  asfollows. Ayes 15,nays6. 
oe Resolved, thirdly, That the brethren represented by brother Wilcox, 
i as this conference believes, proceeded in the course they did from pecu- 
4 liar circumstances, which they thought rendered it unavoidable, and — 
| | not from any hostility to the Constitution, and therefore 1 ey do not | 


merit official censure; and that this conference recognizes the ministers 
_ and members of the informal conference above mentioned as ministers 
and members of the Methodist Protestant Church, and that brothers 
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ing upon the book concern, and beg leave to recommend that the fol- 
lowing proposition, made by brother John J. Harrod, of Baltimore, be. 
“The undersigned will proceed with the business of the book con- 
cern for seven years to come, and allow the church ten per cent. of 
the profits, after paying all the expenses. “JoHn J. Harrop.” 


The committee recommend that the church extend the above ten 
per cent. system to all books out on sale, and also to the proceeds of 
all books sold and not yet collected.* The Discipline and hymn 
books now on hand not to be included in the above arrangement, but 

considered as dead stock. | | 

The committee recommend that a book committee be appointed by - 
this conference, clothed with such powers and subject to such regula- | 

tions as this General Conference may devise. And that the General 

- Conference hereby earnestly recommend to the several annual confer- 

ences to adopt such measures as in their wisdom they may deem most 

proper, for the purposes of increasing the sales of the church books, 
and collecting the debts now and which may hereafter be due to the | 

~The committee also recommend, furthermore, that the prices of all 

books to be sold for the benefit of the church, shall be regulated by 

_ the book committee, in conjunction with the book agent. ee 

On motion, the conference adjourned, after prayer, tilt-to-morrow, 


| Friday morning, 16th May. 
_ The conference met and was opened by reading a portion of the oe 
word of God and prayer, by brother Blount. ts 


The roll having been called the following brethren answered to 
their names, viz: | 


4 


_ Avery, Armstrong, Blount, Brown, Barnes, Bell, Byroyghs, Clarke, 
‘Harris, Henkle, Hopper Jacobs, Lipscomb, Pearsot, Reese, 
Shinn, Springer, Snethen, Smith, Williams, Wood and Wilcox. a 
__ A quorum being present, the conference proceeded to business. Cee 
The journal of yesterday was then read, and at the suggestion of bro- 
ther Shinn, was corrected and approved. 
On motion of brother Williams, brother Stockton, superintendent ., 
_ the Georgetown station, was invited to take a seat within the bar of — ® | 
the house, and that the secretary inform brother Stockton accordingly. == = | 
The executive committee, to whom was referred the communica- 
tion from the brethren of Kensington station, reported that some of 


the suggestions therein made were concurred in by the committee, 
and embraced in the report. spel 


e 


The report was read, accepted, and on motion, laid on the table. 
_ Brother Shinn read a communication, signed by brother Elliott, su- 
perintendent of the Pittsburg station, in behalf of said station, request- 


ing that the General Conference of 1841, may be held in Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


___*'The whole amount of books issued by the agent, since the Convention of 
1830, on account, is $22,980, of which $8,464 have been received; and $846 
commissions paid by the agent to the book committee. Three fourths of 
this sum is now invested, the remaining fourth paid on old claims. 
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ie so as to make it more explicit. In the first line of the second oe 
Bg graph, after the word “who,” insert wilfully and. Second line, after 

a the word “neglect,” insert any of. At the end of the first — (page 

x 75,) strike out the word “liable,” and insert brought. After commit- 
"> ___ tee;”” insert constituted, as in other cases of accused members. — Strike 

ey out the provision at the end of the chapter, sO as to make the whole 

~ —__ vead as follows: The means of grace recognized by this church are, 
“i the public worship of Almighty-God, searching\ the Scriptures, the =~ 

 Lord’s supper, love feasts, class meetings, private-and familv prayer. 
Members of the church, who wilfully and habitually neglect any of =” 


these means of grace, shall first be admonished by their leader; then - 
if they refuse to amend, the case shall be reported to the superinten- 
_ dent, who shall admonish them a second time; if all shall be unavail- 
_| ing, after sufficient trial, the superintendent shall propose to them — 
-_ voluntarily to withdraw from the fellowship of the church; if they... 
agree with the proposal, they shall be recorded as withdrawn; but if 
sae they refuse and will not amend, they shall be brought to trial before. 
4 a committee constituted as in other cases of accused members, who 
shall have authority to reprove, censure or exclude them, as in their — 
judgment the nature of the case may require. 

They would further recommend the following amendment to the 
report of the executive committee: Insert the following item after the — 
third section of the article, “Duties of Superintendents.” _ ek 
ae To hold an election within the last quarter in each conference. year, 


- 


a. of a class leader, in each class in his circuit or station; but should the 
class refuse or neglect to elect, the superintendent shall then appoint 
; a aleader. Also, the modification of the 5th section, so as to read as — 
| follows, viz: 'T’o hold love feasts, general class meetings, watch meet- 


___ ings, and appoint prayer meetings; to renew the tickets quarterly for the 


. admission of members into love feasts and hold general class meetings 
___ in Stations, and to give notes to serious persons who may desire to be 
a present; to see that suitable door keepers be appointed to prevent the 


admission of improper persons; to visit the sick, &e. 


“ In relation to the Lord’s supper, the committee recommend to strike — 
a out of the directions at the head of the communion service the follow- 
Ing words, “all the ministers and preachers present shall be invited to 


assemble within the communion rail, after which,” so as to read as 
follows, viz: | | 


_ In the commencement of the communion service, the officiating 


minister or ministers shall repair to the table, uncover the elements, 
and address the communicants in the following words: “Dearly be- 
- loved, &c. (page 76.) At the close of prayer, (page 79,) strike out 


a the directions, &c. and insert, the officiating minister or ministers may 
“ then partake, and the following invitation shall be given: “Ye that do 
truly, &c.” Strike out the terms “meekly kneeling on your knees.” 

Modify the 4th paragraph on page 81, so as to read as follows, viz: 

The Lord’s supper should be administered at least once a month in 

| stations, and so often in circuits as to give an opportunity to all the 
members of partaking once a quarter. 
a The conference then adjourned, after prayer, until 3 o’clock. 
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Bromley and Wilcox be invited within the bar, and have the Privilege 
of honorary members. 
- Brother Pearson submitted the following: 
. Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Conference, the 
New York and Lower Canada district should be divided, according 
to the arrangements of this conference, between the Vermont and Ge- 
nesee districts, with this advice, that the Genesee and Vermont dis- 
tricts set off a separate district within the boundaries of the present 
New York and Lower Canada districts, whenever it may be — 
=~ practicable. 
| Referred to the committee on boundaries. 
Brother Williams submitted the following: : 
_ The Maryland district shall include all the state of Maryland except 
Cecil county; all the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and the counties of 
‘Sussex and Kent, in Delaware, and so much of the state of Virginia — 
as is included in the following lines, beginning at the mouth of the 
Rappahannock river;and running up said river on its northern bank 
to’the Blue Ridge, including all the Northern Neck of Virginia, Staf- 
ford, Culpepper and Madison counties, (and those to the north of them;) 
thence across said mountains westward to the Alleghany mountains, 
including Shenandoah and Hardy counties, (and those to the north of 
them,) thence to the Maryland line, and along the Alleghany moun- 
tains to the western branch of the Susquehanna river in Pennsylvania, . 
thence down said river to Havre de grace. 
motion, referred to the committee on boundaries. 
Brother Burroughs laid before the the following resolu-. 
tions, having been adopted by the Virginia Annual Conference, at its : 
last session: On motion, Resolved, That our representatives to the | a 
General Conference be instructed to seek an amendment of that part 
of our Discipline, relating to ordination; and instead of two, we be- 
lieve one ordination only is reguistin to the dinenntge of ministerial 
functions. 
Resolved, That our representatives to the General be 
instructed to use their influence to procure a review of the articles of 
religion, as contained in the book of Discipline of the Methodist Pro- 


testant Church, and to expunge such as they may deem contrary to” 
the word of God. i 


On motion, laid on the 
On motion of brother Quinton, it was Resolved, That this conference a 
will now appoint Tuesday the 20th inst. as the day on which it will 
finally adjourn. 
On motion of brother Hopper, the subject of the unstationed minis- | 
try. was referred to the executive committee. 
The report of the committee on means of grace having been called .% 
up, was considered, amended and adopted, as follows: ‘ ql 
The committee on means of grace beg leave to report, that they . 
are satisfied there has been a remissness in our membership in attend- ' 
ing to this subject, and believe it highly necessary that the conference 
- should adopt an regulations as will be calculated to secure a more . 1 
prompt attention thereto. In view of this object, we recommend the — P 
following amendments to the chapter on “Means of Grace,” (page 74,) 
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Page 47, item 21, strike out the words, “his itinerant labours,” and 
insert, the labour assigned him by the stationing authority. And strike 
out the words “until the time of service assigned him shall have ex- 
pired.” And add at the close of the item, for reasons by him deemed 
sufficient. So as to make the whole item read: No minister nor 

preacher appointed to a circuit or station, shall cease from the labour 
assigned him by the stationing authority, until his term of service shall 
have expired, except by the consent of the president, for reasons by 
him deemed sufficient. 

Page 47, item 22. So amend the item as to read: ‘The annual con- 

- ferences, respectively, shall elect annually a standing district commit- 
‘tee, to be composed of three elders, one of whom shall be an unsta- 

tioned minister and three laymen, whose duty it shall be, &c. 

The report of the executive committee, made this morning, propos-— 
ing sundry amendments to the Discipline, was then taken up, and 
after having been considered, was adopted as follows: oe 

At the foot of page 40, add, provided always, that if the president of - 
the district be present, he shall act as chairman. Sa ae 

At page $5, strike out the words, “immorality and,” and so alter 
the item as to read: when a charge of any offence, recognized by the 
thirteenth article of the Constitution, is preferred against a minister or 


| _ At page 39, item 5, second line, strike out the word “month,” and 
At page’43, insert in the:first line of item 9, the following sentence: 
_ in conjunction with the president or superintendent, so as to make the 
|} item read: Each quarterly conference, in conjunction with the presi- 
_ ||, ‘dent or superintendent, shall have power to receive ministers, preachets, 
Page 45, item 8, strike out the words, “or in the interval of confer-— 
ae Page 52, item 1, add to the item, and it shall also be the duty of 
) "8 each member of the class to meet him at the stated time and place ap- 
pointed for holding the class meeting. | 


_ The president announced brother Hopper as a member of the exe- 

cutive committee, in place of brother Whitaker, absent by leave during 

the balance of the session of the conference. tae : 
Brother Avery moved the following in relation to probationary 
members, which was agreed to: 
 . Probationers shall be eligible to full membership alter they shall 
have been on probation six months.* 


a Brother Williams proposed the following as an additional section 
on recelving members, page 35. 

; a _ 4. Persons coming from any church of a different denomination, 
4 — moral character stands fair, may, on application to the superin- 
;  ___ tendent, or any other minister belonging to the station or circuit, be 
ig admitted to full membership; in circuits by a vote of the class, and in 


stations by a vote of the leaders’ meeting or 
or quarterly confe 
Laid on the table. | y cc rence. 


" Reconsidered and altered from siz to four months. 
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Friday afternoon, three o’clock, P. M. 
The conference met, and was opened with reading a portion of the 
- word of God and prayer, by brother Evans. 
The secretary presented a circular and letter from the Tabernacle 


\. station, in Washington, respecting the erection of a more commodious 


house of worship in that city. 


The documents having sis read, were, on motion, referred to a 
select committee. 


The president announced W. Cc. J. Clarke and Thomas | 


Jacobs said committee. 
The report of the executive committee in relation to leaders’ meet- 
ings, &c. was then called up, considered and adopted, as follows: 
~The executive committee beg leave to present to the General Con- 
ference the following additional items: 


1. At page 53 introduce an additional section, to be numbered 5. 


It shall be the duty of each leader in stations, to report to the leaders’ 
meeting all cases of transgression or disobedience in the members of 
his class, which he believes may require the exercise of discipline, 
: agreeably to the 13th and 14th articles of the Constitution. ‘The lea- 
ders’ meeting shall then appoint a committee of three, to examine whe- 
ther the case requires a judicial process; and if they find it does, the 


chairman of said committee shall have it prosecuted according to the ~ 


provisions of the Discipline. In circuits, the leader shall report the 
ease to the superintendent, who shall appoint the committee of inquiry, 


the chairman of which, if it be found necessary, shall prosecute the case. 
2. On page 44, fourth line of the fourth section, strike out the word 


“an,” and insert another,so as to make it read, or a certificate from 
‘ another annual conference or the president thereof, 


3. On page 44, substitute the following instead of item 45° 


No minister nor preacher shall be received into an annual confer- 


ence, except he have a written recommendation. from a quarterly con- 


ference, or a certificate from some other annual conference or the 
president thereof. Nor shall any minister be placed on the supernu- 
‘mary or superannuated list, except by a vote of the annual conference. | 


Neither shall any minister "be recognized as belonging to our fellow- 
ship, whose name is not recorded on the list of some quarterly or 


annual conference, to which he is amenable, or who does not hold a 


valid certificate, or legal transfer. 


4. Page 44; first line of the fifth item, strike out the words “president 


— or,” so as to make it read, No conference shall have power to with- 
hold a testimonial, &c. 


5. Page 45, to the seventh - ‘item add: Provided the instrument hone 


the signatures of bojh the negotiating presidents, and provided also, 
that it be presented to the annual conference to which the minister or 
preacher is to be transferred, before it shall have closed its session, 
next following the date of iy transfer, otherwise it shall not be valid. 
Page 47,at the end of item 20,add, the conference may leave a min- 
ister without an appointment for one year, at his own request; but not 
for two years in succession, provided always, that such minister shall 
have no claim on the conference, while without an appointment.* © 


“-* This item was subsequently reconsidered and stricken out. 
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change his vote from the affirmative to the negative. 


39 


tant. 


above the regular itinerant labours of the superintendent and assis- 


When application is made to an annual conference for such a rela- 


tion, it may be granted, provided first, that the applicant have a recom- 
mendation from a quarterly conference, and provided secondly, that 
in the judgment of the annual conference the state of the circuit or 


station requires such supernumerary labour, and provided thirdly, 


shall appoint any of its ministerial members to a supernumerary rela- 
tion, and give him such an appointment, it shall always be because, in 
its judgment, such extra labour is wanted. = hak 


A supernumerary assistant minister shall have no claim upon the 


- that said supernumerary shall, if he choose to continue that relation, 
~ be as much under the stationing authority of the conference as any of 
its other ministerial members. And whenever the annual conference 


annual conference for any compensation; provided however, that the — 


quarterly conference may make an appropriation for hinya¢cording to 
its judgment of his circumstances and amount of labour. ~ 


Upon the adoption of this part of the report, the yeas and nays were 
called for. They were accordingly taken and are as follows: | 
Yeas.— Avery, Armstrong, Blount, Brown, Barnes, Burroughs, Chap- 


pell, Harris, Henkle, Hopper, Jacobs, Lipscomb, Quinton, Reese, Shinn, | 


Snethen, Smith, Williams and Wood*—19. 


Nays—Bell, Evans, Newton, Pearson and Springer—5. — 
The conference then adjourned, after prayer, till’ 3 o’clock. 
| Saturday afternoon, 3 o'clock. 
The conference..met and was opened with reading a portion of the 
word of God and prayer, by brother Jacobs. aa baie 
_ Brother Bell asked and obtained leave of absence during the sitting 
of the conference, after to-day’s session. 
motion of brother Hopper, it was" 
Resolved, That this General Conference highly approve of the great 
efforts now being made, to promote the cause of temperance; and do 


most earnestly recommend to the ministers, preachers and members of 


the Methodist Protestant Church to use all their influence to aid in 
the formation and extension of temperance societies. __ 

Brother Armstrong, lay representative from the Tennessee annual 
conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, submitted the follow- 
ing, which on motion of brother Blount, was laid on the table. 

Resolved, That our representatives to the next General Conference 
propose to that body the propriety of abolishing the order of deacon 
as an order in the ministry, under a full belief that in the apostolic 
church, deacons were officers whose business it was to serve tables, 


to attend to the temporalities of the church, in order that the ministry 


iy ep might attend exclusively to preach the word and prayer, and 
_ that deacons in the primitive church were similar to the stewards in 


the Methodist Protestant Churcl 
The conference then resumed the unfinished business of this morn- 


* Brother Wood afterwards asked and obtained leave of the conference to 
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Brother Avery, chairman of the literary committee, made a report 
 “ yespecting the publication of a weekly paper. ‘The report having been 
read, was laid onthe table. 
On motion of brother Williams, it was Resolved, That this confer- 


ence will go into the election of a book committee, to-morrow morning 
at eleven o’clock. | | 


The conference then adjourned, after prayer, until to-morrow morn-— 


ing, 8 o’clock. 


| Saturday 17th May. 
The conference met, and was opened by reading a portion of the 
word of God and prayer, by brother Brown. 
The roll having been called, the following brethren answered to 
their names, viz: | . 
Armstrong, Blount, Brown, Barnes, Burroughs, Chappell, Harris, 
Henkle, Hopper, Jacobs, Lipscomb, Pearson, Quinton, Shinn, Springer, 
Snethen, Williams and Wood. a” 


A quorum being present, the conference then proceeded to busi- 
ness. 


The journal of yesterday was then read, and after one or two verbal 
corrections, approved. 


Brother Shinn, chairman of the executive committee, made a report, 


containing several provisions respecting the ministry of our church. 


The report having been read, on motion of brother Clarke, was re- 


ceived and considered. 


So much of the report as relates to the duties of assistant ministers, | 


was taken up and adopted, as follows: 


‘The executive committee, in obedience to the instructions of yes- 
terday, have taken up and considered the practicability and propriety 
_ of bringing our unstationed ministers into a closer relation to the an- 


nual conferences, and of securing to the church a definite amount of — 


labour from those of them who desire to be employed by the annual 
conference. ‘The committee have therefore determined to recommend 
to the General Conference to create a new relation, to be denominated 
the supernumerary assistant ministers, the regulations to be printed in 
the Discipline, at page 52, under a new head, styled Supernumary 
Assistant Ministers. ‘The committee also. recommend that it be pre- 
ceded by a new head descr 
as follows: 


Duties of Assistant Ministers. 
It shall be the duty of every assistant minister and preacher to preach 
statedly at all the appointments or preaching places in his circuit or 


‘Station; to aid the superintendent, and to give him timely information 


of every occurrence that may come to his knowledge, with which the 
superintendent should be made acquainted. 


So much of the report as relates to creating and defining: the duties 
of supernumerary assistant ministers was then taken up, amended and 


adopted, as follows: 3 
| Supernumerary Assistant Ministers. 
A supernumerary assistant minister is one received or employed by 
the annual conference to perform extra ministerial labour, over and 


| | 


ibing the duties of the assistant ministers, - 
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- Brother Eli Henkle, a ministerial representative from the Maryland 

conference, appeared and took his seat. 
Brother Williams, from the literary committee, submitted the follow- 


“ing as a part of their report respecting the contemplated periodical. _ 


General regulations for the publication of a weekly paper, to be 


printed in the book of Discipline. — 


1. There shall be a weekly periodical of quarto form, entitled, The 


- Methodist Protestant, to be edited and published in the city of Balti- — 


more, the nett proceeds of which shall be invested for the purpose of 


raising a fund to create a book concern. — 


2. Whena sufficient number of subscribers shall have been obtained, 


the book committee shall employ aco t editor, whose duty it 


shall be to edit, publish and issue said periodical, and also to purchase 
paper, &c, to procure additional subscribers, to collect subscriptions, — 
and to make a quarterly exhibit to the book committee, shewing the 
state of the subscription list, and the receipts and disbursements of the 
3. The committee, in settling with the editor of the paper, may, if 
they deem it necessary, appropriate any moneys in hand, arising from 
the sales of books, to make up the requisite amount. — 
4. The-committee shall have power to remove the editor and sup- 
ply his place by &ppointing another, when a majority of its members 
deem it necessary. In the event of the death, resignation or removal 
of the editor, the subscription list, and all books, manuscripts and ac- 
counts belonging to the concern, together with all moneys remaining 


in his possession, or in the possession of his executor or executors, ad- 


ministrator or administrators, shall be delivered up to the committee. 
On motion, the conference then went into the election of a book 
The following brethren having been nominated, were severally 
voted for,.and unanimously elected the book committee: ; 
James R. Williams, Francis Waters, John Chappell, Samuel K. Jen- 
nings, Ebenezer Strahan,* Luther J. Cox and John H. Kennard.f 
On motion of brother Barnes, the resolution adopted yesterday, in 
relation to probationary members, was reconsidered. | 
The article was then amended so as to read four months instead of 
six. | 
On motion of brother Reese, so much of the report of the executive 


- committee as authorises the annual conference to leave a minister with- 


out an appointment at his own request, adopted on yesterday, was re- 
considered and stricken out. | 7 
Brothers Barnes, Newton, Burroughs, Avery and Hopper severally | 
asked and obtained leave of absence during the remainder of the sitting 
of the conference. | 
Brother Wood asked and obtained leave of the conference to change 
his vote from the affirmative to the negative side of the question, in 
relation to the supernumerary assistant ministers. | 


* Brother Strahan having resigned, his place is filled by brother P.S. 


“Ss Brother Kennard also resigned. 
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ing, which was the balance of the report of the executive committee, 
in relation to the duties of ministers. : 
The following were then adopted. 


Duties of Supernumerary Ministers. cata 

It shall be the duty of every supernumerary minister belonging to 

the annual conference to preach statedly at all the appointments offi- 
cially assigned to him, and to aid the superintendent; to attend the 
annual sessions of the conference, or if unable to attend, to inform the 
conference by letter of said inability, and the cause. of nie geet, 
Duties of Unstationed Ministers. 

It shall be the duty of every umstationed minister or preacher to — 
preach in all the appointments offidially assigned to him, and to render 
all the pastoral assistance in his circuit or station he can, consistently 
with his other duties: Provided always, that at the time of making out 


a plan, every unstationed minister and preacher shall have the privilege 
of stating explicitly the amount of service he can consistently per- 


-The report of the literary committee, lying on the table, in reference 


to a church periodical, was then called up, considered and adopted, as_ 


The literary committee beg leave ‘to report that they have taken am 
into consideration the general regulations for the publication of a es 


weekly paper, and find upon the examination of the report of the late 1. 
editor, that the paper is now in arrears to him, but that there is sufficient | 
debts due to-liquidate his claim. The committee recommend, first, , 
that the former editor be authorised to collect all monies due, and to 
pay over to the book committee the balance, together with all the 
“volumes, subscription books, accounts and manuscripts now on hand. 

“9. That the book committee issue proposals for the publication of a 
new weekly paper of quarto form, on good paper and new type, bear- 
ing the title of ‘The Methodist Protestant, and set at as low a price per 
annum as possible, so as to make a moderate profit. is 

_ 8. When a sufficient number of subscribers shall have been obtain- 
ed to justify the publication of the paper, the book committee to em- 
ploy a competent editor, to edit, publish and issue said paper, and to 
attend to all its concerns; and to change the editor after giving him 
two months’ notice, when the committee deem they have good and 
sufficient reasons. That in the event of the death, resignation, or re- 
moval of the editor, the book committee shall appoint another, and 
the subscription list, and all books, manuscripts, accounts, &c. belong- 
ing to the paper, together with all monies remaining in the hands of 
the editor or his executor or executors, administrator or administrators, 
shall be delivered up to the committee. __ oe sid 

4. The editor to make an exhibit to the book committee every three © 
months, shewing the state of the subscription list, together with his 
receipts and disbursements during the quarter. eee 7 
5. The editor also to pay over to the committee every quarter, all 

surplus money in hand. The committee, after paying the editor for 


his services and expenses for paper, &c. during the past quarter, to 
make some safe investment of the balance. eee 
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39 
them: 4 thence to the Maryland line, and along the Alleghany moun- 
tains to the western branch of the Susquehanna river, in Pennsylvania, 
thence down said river to Havre de grace. 
The conference then took up the Virginia district. The repay of 
the committee having been amended, was adopted, as follow eae 
The Virginia District shall include all the state of Virgittia east of 
the Alleghany mountains, — so much thereof as is attached to the 
Maryland district.* 
On motion, the conference then adjourned after prayer, until Mon- 
day morning, 8 o’clock. 


morning, May 18. 

The conference met pursuant to adjournment of Saturday last, and 
was opened with reading a portion of the word of God and prayer, by 
brother Armstrong. 
ba The roll having been called, and i following brethren appearing 
., to be present, the conference proceeded to business, viz: | 
Armstrong, Blount, Brown, Bell, Chappell, Evans, Harris, S. Hen- 
kle, E. Henkle, Jacobs, Lipscomb, Pearson, Quinton, Reese, Shinn, 
Springer, Snethen, Smith, Williams and Wood. , 

The journal of Saturday was then read, corrected and approved. 

Brother Shinn submitted some amendments to the Discipline in re- 
ference to the admission of members, which having been amended, 
were adopted, as follows: 

Page 35, after the word «fellowship, ”? insert the words, i in any cir- 
cuit or station; after the word “leader,” insert the words, designated 
by him; strike out the words “with te consent of the society, 7? and 
insert in the place thereof, when the 0 objection from the society. 
And add words at the end of the item, so as to make the whole read 
as follows: 

Application for admission to probationary membership in any cir- 
cult or station, must be made to the superintendent, the assistant or 
the supernumerary assistant, and in their absence, to any other minis- 
ter, preacher or leader officiating, whose duty it shall be, when there 
is no objection made by the class or society, to report the name or 
names of such probationer or probationers, to the superintendent, to 
be by him entered on the list of probationers. In the event of an ob- 
jection being made by any person present, the matter shall be referred — 
to the leaders’ meeting in stations, and in circuits, to the superinten- 
dent and the leader of the class. Beyond the bounds of circuits and 
‘Stations, application may be made to any minister, prongnes or leader 
of our church. 


Second item, strike out the words “where the chusch does not di- 
rect any other mode.” 


Strike out all the balance of the item, after ‘the words “a regular 
leaders? meeting.” 


Brother Williams submitted the following, which; on motion, was 
adopted. 


‘ * It was the understanding of the conference, that N orthern Neck circuit 


y should remain attached to the Virginia district, until after the sitting of the 
Virginia Annual Conference. 
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al The secretary presented and read a letter signed by brothers John» 
iS Clarke and Thomas McKeever, expressing their regret at being com- 
pelled to leave the conference before its close, &c. 
Laid on the table. 
j ™ On motion of brother Shinn, it was Resolved, That any itinerant 
minister may retire from the service of the conference and be received 
back again without a recommendation from the quarterly conference, 
if he make the application within three years. i: 
Brother Avery, chairman of the literary committee, made the fol-. 
lowing report,.which was adopted: 
a The literary committee, to whom was committed the duty of re- 
porting on the hymn book, beg leave to represent, that in their opinion 
it is advisable to raise a committtee to compile a new hymn book for 
‘the Methodist Protestant Church; and that the book committee to- 
gether with the book agent and brother Thomas H. Stockton, now of 
Georgetown, D.C. and Dr. David Keener, of Baltimore, be said com- 
mittee. 

Brother Williams submitted the following, which was considered 
and adopted, to make a part of the general regulations for the publica- 

1. At page 112, add to the first item, They shall also in conjunction 
with the agent, regulate the prices of all books to by sold for the bene- 
fit of the church. They shall permit the agent to exchange any book 

on the church list with other booksellers, except the Hymn book and 
the Discipline, the proceeds of all books received by the book agent 
on exchange, shall be subject to the deduction of the 10 per cent. as 
allowed on the books exchanged. 
_ 2. At the foot of the same page, strike out the last three lines, and 
insert instead thereof: 
He shall pay'over to the committee ten per cent. of all profits aris- 
ing from .the sale of books on the church list, after paying all ex- 
penses. 
ON On motion, it was Resolved, That brother Bromley and_ brother 
: Wilcox each be furnished with a copy of the proceedings of the con- 
ference in their case. 
Brother Burroughs called up the resolution of the Virginia annual 
conference, in relation to the order of deacon in our ministry. 
On motion of brother Blount, again laid on the table for the want of 
sufficient time suitably to investigate the subject. oa 


On motion of brother Quinton, the conference took up the report of 
the committee on boundaries. The Maryland district being under 
consideration, was adopted, as follows: 
The Maryland District shall include all the state of Maryland, (ex- 
cept Cecil county,) all the Eastern Shore of Virginia, Kent and Sus- 
sex counties, in Delaware, and so much of the state of Virginia as is 
included in the following lines, beginning at the mouth of the Rappa- 
hannock river, and running up said river on its northern bank, to the 
Blue Ridge, including all the Northern Neck of Virginia, Stafford, 
Culpepper and Madison counties, (and those to the north of them;) 
thence across said mountains westward to the Alleghany mountains, 
including Shenandoah and Hardy counties, (and those to the north of 
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as follows: 

thence along the canal to Sandy Hill; thence west to the mouth of 
nada; thence east to the beginning. 
Sampson, ministers of the Methodist Protestant Church, 


be, and are hereby appointed agents, with the privilege to appoint a 


conference within the bounds of Champlain district. And when 


While this resolution was pee consideration, the conference ad- 


journed, after prayer, until: 3 o’clock. 


The conference met, and was opened with reading a portion of the 
word of God and prayer, by brother Henkle. 

On motion of brother Quinton, the conference took up that part of 


the report of the committee on boundaries not ‘ had acted on, and it was 


adopted, as follows: 


8. The North Carolina District shall include all the state of North 
Car olina. 


9. The Tennessee District is bounded on the north and aiesiliveiibet 


_ by Green and Ohio rivers; west by the Rocky mountains; east by North 


Carolina, and south by the ridge dividing the waters of Tennessee 


river from the waters of Mobile bay; and then on a straight line west 
to the Rocky mountains, or the western boundary of the United States. 


10. Lhe Georgia District shall embrace the states of Georgia, South 


- Carolina and East Florida. 


11. The Alabama District shall embrace all. the states of Alabama 


and Mississippi not included- in the Tennessee district, and the terri- 
tory of West Florida, and the state of Louisiana. ‘ 


12. The Ohio District shall include the’state of Ohio, west of the : 
Sciota and Sandusky rivers, the states of Indiana, Illinois and Missouri 
and Michigan territory, and all that part of Kentucky not included in 
the ‘Tennessee district. | 

13. The Pitisburg District shall include those parts of Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, west of the Alleghany mountains, and the state of Ohio 


east of Sciota and Sandusky rivers. 


The Champlain district coming up for consideration, the committee 
on boundaries, to whom had been referred the resolution of brother 
Pearson, proposing to divide the New York and Lower Canada district 
between the Genesee and Vermont districts, presented said resolution — 
to the conference again without any definite action on their part. The 
resolution having been negatived, the Champlain district was afnpted, . 


14. The Champlain District shall begin at the north-east corner of 
the state of New York; thence south with the Jake to Whitehall; 


Oswego river, on lake Ontario; thence north along said lake to the 

river St. Lawrence; thence along said. river to the line of Lower Ca- 
On motior of brother Williams, it was then’ kg 

Resolved, That John B. Goodenough, Daniel siete, J osiah Wilcox 


fifth, if they shall deem it necessary, to. organize a constitutional annual 
organized, shall publish in the Methodist Protestant the names of the 


ministers and preachers, who shall have placed themselves under the 
ens: eri i and the names of the stations anit circuits to 
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It shall be the duty of every inister belonging to the annual con- 
ference to attend its annual sessions, or if unable to attend, to inform 
the conference by letter of said inability, and the causes thereof, Any 
minister who shall neglect the above duty, shall be subject to the 
censure of the conference; and if persisted in for two yéars in succes- 
sion, shall be liable to lose his membership in said conference by a 
vote thereof. 

Brother Williams submitted the following, which, on motion, was 
adopted. 

“When circumstances make it necessary, the snnval conference may 

supply the place of the president in ordinations, by substituting any 
other elder in his stead. And in the recess of conference, the presi- 
dent himself shall have authority, when it is out of his power to at- 
- tend to the ordinations, to appoint any other elder to officiate in his 
 stead.* - 

Brother Williams also submitted the following, which aaa on mo- 
tion, adopted. 

Tn all cases where an annual conference shall omit or decline to 
prescribe the mode for the election of delegates to the annual confer- 
ence, the following shall be the rule. 

In stations the election shall be by the male members, under the 
direction of the stewards, who shall designate the time and place, and 
serve as judges of the election. Every election shall be by ballot, and 

be held at least ten days before the sitting of the annual conference. 
_ Notice shall be given on the preceding Sabbath from the pulpit or 
pulpits of the time and place of holding the election. No person shall 
_be declared elected except he have a majority of all the votes given. 
‘In circuits the delegates shall be elected by ballot, at the quarterly 


the direction of the stewards, who shall serve as judges of the election. 


next preceding the sitting of the annual conference, ion. 


All qualified male members belonging to the circuit, if present, may 
vote. No person shall be declared elected except he have a majority 
of all the votes given. 


Brother Springer submitted the following, which, on “motion, was 
adopted. 


On page 56, Discipline. To the first | tine under “Duties of Trus- 
tees,” prefix 
a “Trustees shall be elected by the male members of the church. or 
- society over the age of twenty-one years, and, &c. | 

Strike out “the,” in the first line, and insert their; same » line spre 
out “of the frustecs,” so as to make the whole read: a ge 

Trustees shall be elected by the male members of the church or 


society over the age of twenty-one years, and it shall be their wef to . 
hold the property, &c. | 


Brother Springer also submitted the following: 
Resolved, That the $d item of the 14th article of the Constitution 
does not bind the whole society to act in the capacity of a jury, but 


leaves it at liberty to give its decision through a committee of its own 
appointment. | | 


- “The Secona member of this resolution was subsequently stricken out. 
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‘the periodical meetings of the board, shall be filled up within three 


_ jority of the remaining members; subject, however, to the approval or 


the case, and report whether there has been any thing morally dishon- ,. 
est in the transaction, and if there be, the delinquent shall be dealt = = 
with as in other cases of immorality. The said committee furnishing - " 
the evidence on the trial. 
On motion, laid on the table 
The conference then took up the unfinished business of this morning, _ 
which was the constructive resolution of brother Springer, in reference 
to the 3d item of the 14th article of the Constitution. — ae 
Brother Springer withdrew his resolution in order to make way for 


_ the following, by brother Williams, which was adopted. 


Resolved, That this General Conference view the clause of the Con- 
stitution, contained in the 3d section of article 14, which reads,“or _— 
the society of which he is a member,” as being only applicable to ed f 


classes in circuits; that if applied to stations, will necessarily preclude. 


the possibility of doing justice to an accused member, seeing his accu- 
sers would then form a constituent part of his jury,and would unavoid- 
ably deprive the accused member of an appeal. ae 

On motion, the conference proceeded to fix the ratio of representa« 
tion, for the next General Conference. 
_ Brother Armstrong named 1,500, brother Springer 2,000, brother 
Lipscomb 2,500, and brother E. Henkle 3,000 members as giving two 


representatives, agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution. 


The question having been put upon the highest number first, was 
The question was then put upon the next highest number, and was 
carried. ‘So it requires 2,500 members to give one ministerial and one 
day representative, seats in the next General Conference. — Ns 
Brother Reese then called up the report of the committee on foreign - 
missions. 
Read, amended, and adopted as follows: — | on 
The General Conference shall elect at each of its regular sessions, 
a committee of five ministers and seven laymen, having the quaiifica~ 
tions of eligibility toa seat in the General Conference, and residing 
sufficiently near to each other to admit of convenient periodical meet- 
ings, who shall be constituted a board of foreign missions, to serve 
until the assembling of the succeeding regular General: Conference, | 
All vacan¢ies occurring in the board by death, resignation, ceasing to aa 
be a minister or member of the Methodist Protestant Church, or re- . 
moving to too great a distance to admit of convenient attendance on 


months after said vacancy or vacancies shall have occurred, by @ ma- 


rejection of the annual conference within whose bounds the board of 
missions may be located. 
The board shall be located in Baltimore, and shall elect within 
thirty days after the rise of the General Conference, from its own 
body, a president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary and correspond- 
ing secretary, and every year thereafter during the recess of the 
General Conference. The board shall frame such rules and regula- 
tions for the government of its own proceedings, and the management 
of foreign missions, as shall appear to them necessary Or proper. = 
It shall have authority to employ such ministers and preachers to 
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which they | shall have been appointed to labour as itinerant ministers 


W. C. Lipscomb, from the committee to whom was referred the 


communication from the brethren of the Tabernacle siation, in Wash- 


ington, D. C. having had the same under due consideration, and from 
a conviction that the object had in view was both desirable and attain- 


able, reported the following preamble and resolutions, which were 


adopted unanimously. 


-Wuereas, it is the opinion of this General Conference that the in- 


terest of the Methodist Protestant Church in these United States would 
be greatly promoted by the-erection of a commodious house of wor- 


ship in an eligible situation in the city of Washington; AND WHEREAS, 


the society at the Tabernacle station design making a vigorous effort 


among themselves and their fellow citizens of Washington at large, 


by obtaining subscriptions in money, materials and labour, for the 
erection of such a house of worship: as the aforesaid; AND WHEREAS, 
said brethren are solicitous to obtain the assistance of their brethre 
and the friends of our infant Zion at large, to aid them in the accom 
plishment of their undertaking, upon a plan that will not be burden- 


plish the object they so ardently desire; ‘Therefore, series 

~ Resolved, That this conference recommend to our members and 
friends throughout the United States the plan proposed by brother 
James A. Kennedy, of. Washington, as published in the Methodist 


some, and without which aid it will be impossible for them to accom- 


- Protestant in October last, for raising a sum sufficient to erect a house, 


to be dedicated to the worship of Almighty God, such as shall stand 


a lasting monument of christian liberality; and that the members of 
this conference will use ther influence for the accomplishment of the 


Resolved, secondly, That brothers James A. Kennedy, Ulysses Ward, 


W.W. Billing, Henry B. Robertson, Joseph Radcliffe, F. Howard, 


Matthew Sexsmith, James C. Dunn and William Whitney be a com- 

mittee, with power to fill up any vacancy which may occur in their | 
number by death, removal or otherwise, whose duty it shall be to 
take charge of all moneys raised as above, and forwarded for the afore- 
said object. ‘To keep the same safely, and hold it sacredly, so that 


no part thereof be applied to any other purpose whatever. 


Resolved, thirdly, That the house to be erected as aforesaid, shall 


not be less than fifty feet front by sixty-five feet deep. And in case 
said building be not commenced before the first day of January, 1836, 
then the said committee shall return all moneys by them received for 
the above object, to the respective annual conferences within whose 
bounds the same or any part thereof shall have been collected, to be 
applied in such manner as the said annual conference may deem 
proper. 


Brother Eli Henkle submitted the following: 
Resolved, That when any member of our church shall so fail in busi- 
ness as to avail himself of the provisions of an act of insolvency, it 
shall be the duty of the class leader to whose class the member may be* 


long, where there are suspicions of dishonesty, or where the member | 


himself shall desire it, to appoint a competent committee to examine 
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Laid on the table. | 

On motion of brother Reese, the Re vodonbidersil its vote of 
yesterday, authorising the annual conference to designate an elder to 
perform ordinations in the absence of the president, &c. 

Brother Reese moved to strike the item out. cosas 

Brother Williams called for a division of the resolution. 

The question was therefore put on the first part of the resolution, 
which having been amended, was adopted, as follows: 

When circumstances make it necessary, the annual conference may 
supply the place of the president in ordinations, by substituting any 
other elder in his stead, and to discharge all other duties of the presi- 
dent during the session of the conference. 

The second member of the resolution coming up in the following | 
words: “And in the recess of conference, the president himself shall — 

t have authority, when it is out of his power to attend to the ordinations, 

§ to.appoint any other elder to officiate in his stead.” Brother Shinn 

- moved to amend, Provided always, that he do so in writing, deaigee 

ing the particular person or persous to be ordained. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the item - amended, was stricken 
out. 

resolution of Armstrong, prohibiting the 

of any bill, rule, &c. involving any important principle of Diseiphing | 

from being brought in after 10 o’clock, was then taken up, amended * 
d adopted, so as to read 12o’clock instead of 10 o’clock. 

The resolution of brother E. Henkle, insolvetit debtors, 

was then called up. 

On motion of brother Henkle, the original desolndion was, ‘stricken 
out, with a view to offer a substitute. The motion was agreed to. 
Brother Henkle then offered the following, which was adopted. — 
Resolved, first, When any minister, preacher or member of our 
church fails in business, and applies for the benefit of any of the in- 
solvent laws, and there be reason to believe that he has been guil y of 
dishonesty, or if he. require an investigation, a committee shall be ap- © 
pointed as in other cases, and if there be evidence to said committee 
that there has been intentional fraud, the said minister, preacher or. 
member shall be dealt with as in other cases of charges of immorality. 
Resolved, secondly, That the committee of i inquiry shall. furnish a 
ddbibieie of honorable, acquittal, where it shall appear to them that 

-_ there i is no proper ground of censure. 

Ni On motion of brother Armstrong, it was | 

Resolved, unanimously, That the sincere thanks of this General 
Conference be publicly communicated to the citizens of Georgetown 
generally, and to the families where the members have lived especially, — 

for the very kind, friendly and hospitable manner in which they have 
received and treated all the members during the whole session. — 

On motion of brother Reese, it was 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this General Conference 
be presented to the President and board of Common Council of George- 
town, for the use of their chamber to hold its sessions. — 

Brother Harris submitted the following, which on 


ferred to the next General Conference 
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stations under its control and government. 


-gerve as foreign ; missionaries, as a majority of the board may deem ~ 
qualified and necessary; to renew or change said appointments periodi- 


cally; and to devise ways and means for raising funds to meet the 

It shall be the duty of the board of foreign sls to render to 
the General Conference a faithful account of all its transactions during 


the period of service; and to turn over to that body all books, papers _ 


and funds in its possession, and all societies, circuits and missionary 

On motion of brother Armstrong, the following was adopted asean 
amendment to the foregoing report. ia ee 
_ It shall also have authority to employ an agent or agents, who shall 


‘be ministers of the Methodist Protestant Church, to travel extensively 
through the United States and its territories, to preach and take up 
collections to aid in carrving the object of the board into effect; and 
to allow said agents such compensation as is given to other ministers 


in our church, out of the money thus collected by them.. _ 

It shall be the duty of said agents to keep fair accounts of all mo- 
neys collected by them; and after deducting their own compensation 
and expenses therefrom, to pay over the balance, if any, to the trea- 
surer of the board of foreign missions at least once every six months. 


_ On motion, the conference then proceeded to elect the board of fo- — 


-Yeign missions. 


The following brethren, all of Baltimore, having been nominated, 


“were severally voted for and unanimously elected, viz: 
Samuel K. Jennings, Francis Waters, James R. Williams, Luther J. 
Cox, Daniel E. Reese, John J. Harrod, John Clarke, John Chappell, 


P. 8. Chappell, William Rusk, John H. Kennard* and*David Herring. 


On motion of brother Reese, Resolved, That the application of the 
brethren in Nova Scotia be referred to the committee on foreign mis- 


‘sions. | | | 
The conference then adjourned, after prayer, until to-morrow mom- 


ing, 8 o’clock. 


“wor God and prayer, by brother S. Henkle. 


The roll having been called, the’ following brethren answered to 


their names, viz: | 
_ Armstrong, Blount, Brown, Chappell, Harris, S. Henkle, E. Henkle, 


Jacobs, Lipscomb, Pearson, Quinton, Reese, Shinn, Springer, Snethen, 


Smith, Williams and Wood. - | 
There being a quorum present, the conference proceeded to busi- 

The journal of yesterday was then read and approved. 

Brother Armstrong offered the following: 

Resolved, That after 10 o’clock this day, no bill, rule or resolutio 


for the action of this conference shall be received, which has for its 


object a change or alteration in any of the disciplinary rules of the 


* Since resigned. 


Tuesday morning, May 20th. 
The conference met, and was opened with reading a portion of the 
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: ¢§ wards the frontiers of tlie settlements, as to make a division of hig dis- 


advice of others, shall. be that the is 80 to- 


trict necessary, he may communicate a statement of the facts to one 
or more annual conferences, which may meet: previously to the one of © 
which he is president, and request of them permission or consent to. 
divide said conference, and the consent of any one conference so appli- — 
ed to shall authorise said annual conference to divide the district if 
they judge proper, without making any subsequent application to any 
other annual conference. 
Brother Williams submitted the following, which was read and 
adopted: 
WHEREAS, it is , desirable that there should be a cities mode or 
order of business prescribed for all . the annual conferences, therefore, 
Resolved, That the following be recommended to the several annual is 
conferences as a routine of business. 
1. When the annual conference shall have Lines orgndiell let the 
certificates of all the delegates be examined, and a ican sal list of the 
members of conference be made out. 
2, Elect the president for the ensuing year. 
8. Appoint the following committees, and such, others as may be 
deemed necessary. 


A committee to examine the journals of the last annual confe- : 
ence, for unfinished business. 


A committee to examine candidates for the itimeraney and for : 
orders. 


_A committee on boundaries, and requests and necessities of the 
_respective circuits and stations. 
A committee of finance. 


A committee on apyointnents for preaching during the se session of 

A committee-to hear and decide on ‘appeals from ministers and 
preachers who may be dissatisfied/ with the assigned. bes 
them by the stationing authority.) 


A committee to prepare minutes for publication, obituaries, Se. 
The standing district committee. 7 
4. Appoint a conference steward, and the committee to assist 
5. Examine the official character of all the itinerant ministers end 
preachers. 
6. Receive ministers and preachers to serve ‘under the ntationing 
thority. 


8. Grant supernumerary and superannuated relations. — hee 

9. Receive appeals from committees of trial. 

10. Define and regulate the boundaries of circuits and stations and 
designate the preaching places, &c. 

11. Receive the general exhibit of the conference steward. 

12. Call for the number of members in the respective circuits and sta~ 
tions, and the names of the unstationed ministers and preachers in-each.. 

13. Examine the draft of minutes prepared by the publishing com= - 
eek and the extracts to be forwarded to the book agent, obituaries, ce. 
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"Resolved, That the annual conference of N orth Carolina for the 


year 1834, direct their representatives to recommend: to the General. 


" Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, to sit in Georgetown 
in 1834, so to alter the Constitution in relation to the composition of 
annual conferences as to elect an equal number of ministers and lay- 
men. The ministers to be elected by themselves from the stationed 


9 and unstationed ministry, an equal number of each; the laity to be 


in like manner elected by themselves; the number of each as well as 
he manner of election to be regulated by the annual conferences of 
the respective conference districts. 

Brother Blount offered the following: Resolved, That the annual 
conference be authorised to say which section of the district shall send 


a a delegate to counterbalance the 
Lost. | 


On motion of brother Shinn, it was Resolved, by this General Con- 


ference, that brothers F. Waters, J. R. Williams, W.C. Lipscomb, J. 


Chappell and J. S, Reese be a committee to take into their care our | 


journals, and to prepare for the publication of a new edition of the 
Discipline, in conformity witli all the acts of this General Conference, 
On motion, brother Thomas H. Stockton was added to said com- 

On motion of brothier Blount, it was Resolved, That the book com- 
mittee shall prepare, recommend and publish in the Discipline, a 
‘tourse of reading for candidates for the ministry in the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church. 


The following ‘was adopted, to be appended to the Ist item of the 


6th article of the Constitution as a note of explanation. ° 


Een, That this General Conference understands a minister to 


one who-is-ordained; and a preacher one who acts under a license. 
Brother Williams submitted the following, which was adopted. 


Resolved,.That the following additional Tegulations be adopted for 


_ the government of the electoral colleges: 


‘The electoral college shall assemble on the Brat Monday after the | 
commencement of the annual conference, and organize by the appoint- 


‘ment of a chairman, secretary and three judges, and proceed to elect 
by ballot the number of ministerial and lay representatives to the 
General Conference to which the district may be entitled. When the 
representatives shall have been elected, the college shall be dissolved, 


_and the annual conference shall proceed with the business of the dis- 
trict. 


repair to the college, the quarterly conference shall decide which of 
the two shall attend. 


On Motion, the conference adjourned, after prayer, until 8 o'clock. 


Tuesday afternoon, 3 3 o'clock. 
“The conference met, and was epened win reading and prayer, by 
brother Harris. _ 


On motion, it was Resolved, That when any president of a frontier — 


district, from his own experience and observation, and the counsel and 


If there be Si one uhstationed minister in a cireut or station, it 
shall be his privilege to appear at the electoral college and vote for 
representatives. Where there are only two, and each be desirous to 
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